
As a pastor, my goal for the church has always been that our individual 

rela�onships with the Lord would be strong enough to withstand any trial. The

idea of being in prison in solitary confinement without a Bible, the church or 

the pastor; yet s�ll able to seek and hear from the Lord as to the direc�on we 

as individuals should go in has been an important target to aim at. It's been a 

statement that at �mes can be looked at as being a bit extreme, a$er all we 

live in the United Kingdom, yet here we are… under house arrest condi�ons!

Our last Sunday service was a blessed �me, even if it seemed a bit weird with 

everyone so far apart. For me it was an end to a series of teaching that the 

Lord has led us through as we have followed the Exodus of the Israelites from 

Egypt. We have seen the Lords ability to provide food and water, his ability to 

protect us in ba.le and in our last service, our response as servants of God. 

The Lord has not sent us into this situa�on unprepared, rather, He has been 

preparing us even if we hadn't realised it at the �me. I thank God that our last 

act together was to be able to take communion and to once again remember 

the Servant King who died on the cross for our salva�on.

Despite the trend towards compulsory closures of churches being inevitable, it

was not un�l the Prime Minister gave his address that for me, a sudden reality

came about. I'm now a pastor that cannot minister, a teacher that cannot 

teach, it wasn't so much a loss of faith, but a loss of ability as to how to share 

the gospel message when confined to home. 

However, the Lord is good and as I escaped for my hours exercise, He was 

there to comfort and to guide, not only on what to do, but how to do it. For 

although there are all sorts of technologies out there, we need to meet the 

need of our own congrega�on and so, for the �me being, I will be wri�ng a 

short le.er each week to give us all a challenge from which to seek the Lord. 

Why write? Well as the Lord explained, it's a technology that He has used 

from early �mes as we see in Exodus 17v14 & Exodus 34v27, but it was also 

the method of communica�on of the New Testament as we realise that the 

New Testament was created as a series of le.ers. Even the gospel of Luke 

starts off with the statement from Luke that he was wri�ng an orderly 

account, Luke 1v3. So the series will be called:

Le�ers from Prison. 



I apologise in advance for my poor grammar and spelling, but unlike the 

leaflets, I cannot pass the message around to a number of people for checking

and unlike the Apostle Paul, I don't have a Luke to take a dicta�on. I have 

deliberately not included the verses as each one of us needs to keep in 

prac�ce, looking up scriptures for ourselves, to ensure they are being used in 

context, but also it will save Nigel calling me up to tell me how many words 

and commas I have missed.

Le�er 1: What am I doing in prison?

The simple answer is "Boris told me I can't go out!" The medical answer is "I'm

self isola�ng to slow down the spread of the virus." However, those answers 

only give the reason for your confinement; the ques�on is "What are you 

doing in prison?"

Again we can state the obvious, cooking, cleaning, catching up on all the odd 

jobs that have been overlooked due to lack of �me or just trying to maintain 

family life. All good things in themselves, but what are we doing for the Lord 

in prison?

It is easy to say: "Nothing, I can't do anything because of the restric�ons", I 

must confess this was one of my first reac�ons, it was then the Lord reminded

me that a lot of Paul's le.ers are le.ers from prison, Colossians 4v18 & 

Philemon 1v1. The book of Revela�on is a le.er from John while restricted to 

Patmos for preaching the gospel (Revela%on 1v9).

We o$en think of the early apostles as a group of men dedicated to the Lord 

who travelled far and wide to preach the gospel message, when in fact they 

travelled far and wide preaching the gospel un�l they got arrested and sent to

prison! Some�mes for short periods, but at other �mes they got arrested and 

stayed arrested un�l the end of their lives. They did not see it as an end to 

their ministry; rather they saw it as part of their ministry journey as Paul 

explained to the church at Caesarea (Acts 21v10-14). This was a direc�on that 

the Lord was leading him in and rather than restric�ng his ministry as it would 

seem from the outside, Paul's ministry was enhanced from prison. 

We know that Paul preached many �mes to many people, yet what do we 

know of those messages?  We know that Paul could talk a congrega�on to 

sleep, and even to death (Acts 20v7-12), but we have very li.le record as to 

what was said. However, the le.ers that Paul wrote from prison not only 

spoke to the believers of the day, but are s�ll speaking over 2000 years later. 

So we have to realise that just because we are restricted in movement doesn't

give us an excuse to stop being servants of the Lord. Our loca�on and 



circumstances may have changed, but the Lord has not put us into re�rement 

yet no ma.er what our age (Philemon 1v9).

So the ques�on we have to ask ourselves again is the same. What am I doing 

in prison? What am I doing for the Lord in prison?

In the book of Philemon we see that Paul ministered to those stuck in prison 

with him (Philemon 1v13), not just with words but with ac�ons. In Acts 

16v16-34 Paul and Silas are unfairly beaten, humiliated and flogged (Acts 

16v22-23) they got put in a cell without a window and fastened in stocks (Acts

16v24). Did they complain about their poor treatment, the lack of fresh bread,

toilet roll and hand sani�zer? No they praised the Lord (Acts 16v25)! They 

con�nued to minister in prison in the same way they had ministered outside 

prison and that ministry spoke not only to those who shared cells around 

them, but led to the salva�on of the jailer himself. So how we live within 

confinement s�ll speaks.

Paul's ministry in confinement finished up allowing him to minister right in 

Caesar's household (Philippians 4v22), it allowed him to minster to visitors 

(Acts 28v17-24) as he was moved from place to place, and through his le.ers 

he has ministered around the whole world for 2000 years, despite being stuck 

in prison.

We are fortunate that even on our hours exercise we can s�ll minister at a 2 

metre distance, a gree�ng, asking how people are doing, do they need any 

help? Let us remember they are in the same prison as us, but they are alone 

and without hope. Let us be the ones who are there to build up and show the 

joy of the Lord even in the most difficult of �mes? Our ministry in prison may 

turn out to be the most important ministry we have ever been involved in.

So once again the ques�on is asked; what are we doing in prison?



Le�er 2: What is God doing in prison?

Last week we looked at the ques�on of what we are doing in prison. This week we 

will look a similar ques�on. What is God doing in prison? Not the thought of God 

being locked up or restricted by the situa�on, but what is the Lord doing in our lives 

while we are in prison. 

Genesis 37v1-11 introduces us to the character of Joseph, who even at a young age 

was hearing from the Lord in dreams (37v5). It's a great thing to hear from the Lord, 

but hearing from God is only the start of the journey. The problem for us is so o$en 

we think because we have heard we are far further along the path than we really 

are. As James says in James 1v22 "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says."

The problem with Joseph is that he had been favoured and spoilt by his father 

(Genesis 37v3-4) and that spoiling ruined his character. He had developed a 

superiority complex and viewed himself as someone special, this meant that when 

he shared the things the Lord was showing him, rather than it being a blessing to his 

family, it was just seen as part of his superiority complex and certainly for his 

brothers meant that the word was rejected.

The other issue for Joseph was that, like so many of us, when he received the word 

of instruc�on he assumed that he was now ready to be used by the Lord. What the 

Lord was showing him would not come to pass for many years and before Joseph 

could be used, he would have to learn the aFtude of Christ that we see in 

Philippians 2v5-11; for to be li$ed up by the Lord requires us first to be lowered to 

the level of obedient servant, something that Joseph would never learn as the 

favoured son; so as a loving Father, God starts to discipline Joseph.

Discipline always tends to make us think of punishment, probably because when we 

have wanted people punished, it's been out of anger and them geFng what they 

deserved. Thankfully God doesn't share the same thought process, as if we got what 

we deserved, "the wages of sin is death" (Rom 6v23). God, when He disciplines, He 

disciplines us for our benefit by disciplining us with the aim of transforming our 

character for our own good (Hebrews 12v7-11). His discipline has the goal of 

bringing about holiness, righteousness and peace so His discipline brings about 

blessing in our life. It brings about Christ likeness in us. So o$en we talk about 

wan�ng to follow in the footsteps of Christ, sadly what we usually mean is that we 

want to con�nue to live our own way while just adding in what we see as the 

spiritual blessings.

The problem with our Heavenly Father's discipline is that it needs to be endured 

(Hebrews 12v7) and submi.ed to (Hebrews 12v9), two things that our spoilt flesh 

rebels against. A$er all, our flesh follows a$er the ways of this world, the ways of 

Satan. His rebellion against submission was the cause of his fall as he started to view 

himself as an equal if not superior to God. We in the same way tend to rebel against 



any kind of discipline with the aFtude that God should spoil us and remove this kind 

of thing from us so that in our eyes we will be blessed. As such the Lords progress in 

our lives is o$en painfully slow. Thankfully we have a pa�ent God who endures with 

us, not wan�ng anyone to perish, but all of us to come to repentance (2 Peter 3v9). 

Not a saying sorry, but a living of our life in the aFtude of Christ. Let us always 

remember repentance is not something you say, but something you do. If we look 

through the Bible, Old and New Testaments, when God asks His people to repent it is

not a case of saying sorry, but a turning around of lives and aFtudes to follow in the 

ways of God.

Due to our "flesh" problems, the Lord's discipline is not o$en even seen for what it 

is. I wonder how o$en we have finished up in an uncomfortable situa�on and 

instead of seeking the Father and asking what is going on, what is he trying to teach 

us, we have rebelled and called the church to pray that the situa�on would be taken 

from us. One of the great things about prison is that there is nowhere to escape. In 

my early days of missions serving on the mission ship Doulos, I found myself in some 

very difficult condi�ons, everything within me wanted to get away. Thankfully a 

great man of God explained to me that before the ship, when the Lord had wanted 

to do a work on me, He had used the smallest of hammers to chip away at the issues 

that needed to be dealt with. However, those blows were not met with thankfulness,

instead I moved to a more comfortable place. Now, stuck on the ship, there was 

nowhere to run to. So as a loving Father He had put away the small hammer and got 

out a big one and was bashing away. It was painful, but it very rapidly brought about 

many of the changes in aFtude and life that God had intended. The Lord was 

blessing me in my cap�vity, I just needed to see what he was doing and work with 

Him. I began to see that my issues were not caused by the situa�on; it was my heart 

reac�on to the situa�on, my rebellion that was being highlighted so that it could be 

changed.

As we think back to Joseph, God was trying to do a work in him to prepare his heart 

aFtude for the job he had in store for him. Before he could be li$ed up to a very 

high posi�on, his heart had to be humbled to the lowest of posi�ons. For him to 

reign from above, he needed to have a servant heart. For without these things his 

ministry would have never reflected the character of God.

Looking at Josephs life, at first it can read like a list of disasters, yet even in disaster 

we see the hand of God. His brothers wanted to kill him, yet his life was spared 

(Genesis 37v19-22), in slavery he finished up in a good posi�on in Po�phar's 

household (Genesis 39v2) and even in prison the Lord granted him favour (Genesis 

39v21-23); yet despite this we see that Joseph was slow to learn.

In his past, his pride had been a big issue that had caused his brothers to hate him. 

You would think that slavery would humble him, yet even as a slave, as soon as there

was a glimpse of success, his pride returned; This �me telling Po�phar's wife that he 

was the greatest in the household making him above her (Gen 39v9), forgeFng that 

in Godly marriage the two become one. Once again his pride caused him problems 

and once again the Lord had to work his hand of discipline and place Joseph in an 



even more difficult situa�on… Prison! Not because he had done anything wrong, but 

because of the aFtude he had behind doing what was right, for it is out of the 

overflow of the heart that we speak and minister (Ma�hew 12v34). Sadly his heart 

aFtude of pride had not been altered, just temporarily misplaced.

Even in prison, when the Lord is using him to minister to the cupbearer, his thoughts 

once again turn to freedom, he sees his ministry as a chance to get out; he starts to 

look on the things that have happened to him as a set of injus�ces, seeing no fault in 

himself (Genesis 40v14-15). We see at this point that his heart was s�ll figh�ng 

against the discipline of God. Instead of going to God, he views the cupbearer as his 

way of geFng freedom from his current situa�on, using his ministry gi$s to try and 

get a more comfortable place in life. How hard it must have been when once again 

Joseph was le$ in cap�vity with no one coming to his aid (Genesis 40v23).

How o$en in our lives do we see the same problems arise over and over again and 

fight to be free from the prison we find ourselves in, convinced that freedom is what 

we need?

Instead we need to understand that when we reject the Lord's discipline, He is loving

and pa�ent. He doesn't give up but takes us through the same situa�on again, just in

a different environment. Is it fair? Not by the world's standards, but then the death 

of Jesus on the cross, the ul�mate acts of love and servanthood (John 15v13), was 

not fair by the worlds standards. Of course we don't complain about that because it 

was to our benefit. Our aFtudes change very quickly when we see things as being 

unfair towards us.

Now as we sit in our homes under house arrest condi�ons, what is the Lord trying to 

teach us in our lives? Why are we discontent? A$er all we have food and clothing so 

we should be content (1 Timothy 6v8). Are we looking at ways to escape, planning 

and scheming our way out, frustrated by the delays? Or are we able to look at our 

frustra�ons and issues and see them for the heart aFtudes they are? Fruits of the 

sinful nature (Gala%ans 5v19-26)! Are we able to take this �me to examine ourselves

and see what our walk with the Lord is truly like (1 Corinthians 11v28-32)?

If we will allow Him the �me, and accept the Lords disciple with the grace it has been

given, we will leave our prisons with the ability to lead others with a humble heart, 

just as Christ led us.

Joseph though his pride went from bad to worse, I'm not sure how long it was from 

him going into slavery to being raised up under Pharaoh, but we know that even 

a$er the cupbearer had le$ prison he spent another two years (Genesis 41v1) alone 

learning humility before God. It was only the through an act of God that Joseph was 

set free. His pride in his ministry and abili�es had gone; instead he came before 

Pharaoh as a humble servant giving glory to God (Genesis 41v16, Genesis 41v28, 

Genesis 41v32). This humbled man was now the perfect person for God to li$ up 

(Genesis 41v39-40).



So the ques�on for us this week is what is God doing in prison? What is the Lord 

trying to show us in our lives? He's got us just where he wants us, so maybe it's �me 

to look at the heart aFtude behind our struggles and allow the Lord to humble us 

and teach us and lead us in the aFtude of Christ (Philippians 2v5-11).



Le�er 3: S%r Crazy

1 Peter 4v1-11

As I was growing up one of my favourite TV series was Porridge with Ronnie Barker 

set in the fic�onal Slade prison. Fletcher who was played by Ronnie Barker o$en 

used to refer to being in prison as being in "S�r". The word comes from a Romany 

background (Stardo), that was used when someone was held in one place or 

imprisoned. For a travelling people such as the Romany's it meant that they could 

not get on with their life.

The idea of going s�r crazy comes from the results of being held in that confinement,

not being able to do what we want to do. The frustra�on of being prevented from 

doing something or having something due to our confinement. In our current 

situa�on, from a worldly point of view we are being confined, restricted, to save 

lives. However, as Chris�ans, our goal is not the saving of lives, but the saving of 

souls; the two are not the same and can o$en be in complete opposi�on to each 

other. Jesus died to self, was imprisoned and restricted by the Romans and the nails 

of the cross, and yet his death on that cross brought us life.

"S�r" shows us what we truly desire, we miss family and friends, we miss going to 

our favourite places, even our daily rou�ne. We may miss work and even the 

fellowship of the church, but it does not mean we have to miss God. Maybe it is at 

this �me that the Lord is showing us just how weak our rela�onship with Him is and 

how poor our desire is for Him. We can make excuses for ourselves that we cannot 

get to church, we are lacking in teaching, missing worship and communion. Yet these

things are not our rela�onship with God and should not be the things that our 

rela�onship with God is based on. Quite the opposite, our true fellowship is the 

overflow of our individual rela�onships with the Father through Christ that mutually 

encourage each other (Romans 1v11-12).

In John 14v6 Jesus said: 

"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me."

So o$en we read this verse and praise God for Jesus, for making a way, yet so o$en 

we don't realise that we are not walking the way, the way to the Father. We use the 

business of life as an excuse; we deceive ourselves, by telling the Lord how busy we 

are for Him, so busy that we don't have �me to come to Him. One thing I have 

no�ced is that our na�on has been brought to a stands�ll by the Coronavirus, but it 

has not been brought to its knees. I wonder if the same is true of the church, not the 

Sunday service or the prayer mee�ng, but the individual believers who make up the 

body of Christ. Has this virus brought us to a stand s�ll or has it brought us closer to 

the Lord, spiritually on our knees in submission.



For now the truth is revealed. No longer do we have the excuse of being busy, no 

longer can we use the fact we go to church as the basis for our spiritual lives. Now it 

has come down to being locked in a room with the Father. Does this make us happy 

or sad? When Liz and I first went into missions, someone made fun of me for geFng 

married so young. My reply to him was "We are about to spend two years in a small 

cabin on a mission ship. I know who I am sharing my cabin with; who are you going 

to share yours with?"

We now find ourselves locked in our cells, but not in solitary confinement. The Lord 

is with us. Do we find ourselves alone with a stranger, or have we been locked up 

with someone we love? Think of a honeymoon, a �me when a couple in love desire 

to spend �me alone with no one else around them to disturb their geFng to know 

each other. They isolate themselves from friends and family, work and even church 

yet don't no�ce it, because their focus is on each other. Are we in prison or on 

honeymoon? It really depends on our love for the person in the room.

For love to be true love, biblical Agape love, there needs to be sacrifice. Our love for 

God is not measured by warm fuzzy emo�onal feelings, but by the sacrifices we are 

willing to make to maintain that rela�onship. The more we are willing to sacrifice our

self the greater our love; it is a literal laying down of our lives that shows true love 

towards our Heavenly Father (John15v13). As Chris�ans we talk about giving our 

lives to the Lord but o$en say those words with very li.le depth. It's a nice thought 

rather than a reality.

In 1 Peter 4v1, Peter writes about suffering in the body as being following in the 

aFtude of Christ. For when Jesus said "He was the Way" (John14v6), he was not just 

talking about the forgiveness of sins through his blood shed on the cross. He was 

talking about us walking in the same ways and aFtudes as Christ did; being willing to

die to the things of this world, to lose them, to sacrifice them, for the will of the 

Father; to endure the ba.le against sin for the joy of knowing the Father. To 

paraphrase the writer in Hebrews who says of Jesus; he was looking forward to the 

reunion with the Father with joy and so was able to endure the current pain of the 

cross (Hebrews 12v2). That is the example that we are to follow.

Jesus said:

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life (John 12v25).

Are we willing to lose our lives and freedoms for the Lord?  The writer to the 

Hebrews talks about their willingness to accept suffering and loss as a sign that they 

had been looking forward to eternal things (Hebrews 10v32-34). The ba.le against 

sin means ba.ling, imprisoning ourselves from those things the flesh desires, not just

the big headlines sins, the murder, stealing etc, but the really big sin, my selfishness, 

my rebellion and pride. The "me first" aFtude that lacks any sacrifice.



Our confinement, our loss of the freedom to do what we want when we want is 

actually a great spiritual picture of the sacrificial Chris�an life, the Christ like life. Are 

we willing to put to death and refuse the flesh its desires and rebellion because we 

value our spiritual life? Our ba.le against the ways of this world and the desires of 

the flesh mean that we have to imprison and restrict the flesh that we may have a 

honeymoon with the Father. Is this period going to be a honeymoon with the one we

love? Or are we locked up alone with a stranger? Those on honeymoon do not go s�r

crazy, instead they treasure their confinement, and remember the special dedicated 

�me with the one they love for years to come.



Le�er 4: The Church in Peniten%ary

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salva�on and leaves no regret, but 

worldly sorrow brings death.

2 Corinthians 7v10

Another word for prison is "peniten�ary", a word that comes from the La�n 

Paeniten�a that means repentance. The idea was that individuals would spend �me 

in a place to think about the crimes they had commi.ed and come to a place of 

repentance.

As a youngster my Mother would use the same technique, a$er the hand of learning 

had made contact with the seat of understanding, I would be sent to my room to 

think about what I had just done. The idea was that I would come to a place of 

repentance, not a place of sorrow. Sorrow, is about being caught, it's not about a 

change of aFtude. It's sorrow about the punishment. Repentance is about the harm 

I have caused to another, in our case the Lord. It is a sorrow that no longer wants to 

cause that hurt and pain and so leads to a change of aFtude, a change of ac�on, a 

change of direc�on from the ways of rebellion to the ways of obedience, even when 

that obedience comes at a cost to us and our own fleshly desires (John 15v9-14).

Peniten�ary, the idea of sending someone to a place far away to think things over is 

very Biblical. God has used it in the past with the Israelites and can o$en use it in our

lives although sadly we are o$en blind to it. So let us think about the current 

situa�on we find ourselves in from the viewpoint of the peniten�ary.

Over the last few weeks I have heard many Chris�ans talking about this being a 

judgment on the world, we have seen our economies ruined, our power and wealth 

shown to be of li.le value in the face of an enemy so small it can only bee seen 

under a microscope. At �mes like this it is as if Chris�ans are siFng in judgement, 

looking down and saying "We told you so". Much as there may be some truth in that,

this week we are going to think about the Church in Peniten�ary.

One of the things that Chris�ans like to forget is that "Jesus was and is the Way" 

(John 14v6). His life, his daily walk was not just a path to the cross; it was an example

of how we are to live. As Paul said: "Follow my example, as I follow the example of 

Christ" (1 Corinthians 11v1). Jesus lifestyle and aFtude was an example of the way 

that His church was to walk, it was to be the life aFtude by which we live 

(Philippians 2v5-11). It is very easy as Chris�ans, as the Church, to assume that all is 

well and that we are all going in the right direc�on. What we are not good at is 

taking a good look at ourselves, a good sober reality check (Romans 12v3). Jesus 

walked in humility, humble obedience before the Father, and he was the Son of God.

Sadly humility and obedience easily get replaced by pride and worldly wisdom that 

can easily get twisted to look as if they are good things (Genesis 3v5). This leaves us 

thinking we are going in the right direc�on when actually we have got lost along the 

way and the consequences of this are very serious, eternally serious. In Ma.hew 

7v21-23 the Lord is talking about those who are busy doing stuff in the church, 



people with successful ministries, recognised by those around them, yet walking in 

disobedience and following their own desires and ideas, instead of what God desires.

They do not take the �me to listen and wait on the Lord, but instead either telling 

God what needs to happen and how they want Him to bless their plans or assuming 

they already know what He wants without them even asking.

Thankfully we serve a pa�ent God who wants the best for us, but that best requires 

repentance (2 Peter 3v8-10). So let us take a sober look at the current church 

situa�on and ask the Lord to humble our hearts and open our eyes as we remember 

the words of Peter: "Judgement begins with the family of God, the church" (1 Peter 

4v17), what is the Lord doing with us?

In the Old Testament, when the Israelites disobeyed, the Lord warned them, and 

when they had turned a deaf ear to Him he would send an oppressor, famine or 

disease on His people to get their a.en�on. However, just like us, instead of hearing 

what the Lord was saying and repen�ng, they would instead cry out for deliverance, 

not understanding that this situa�on was to get their a.en�on. Sadly they didn't 

understand, their spiritually deaf ears could not hear what the Lord was saying and 

nothing changes (Revela�on 2v7, 2v11, 2v17, 2v29, 3v6, 3v13, 3v22) God calls out to 

his church knowing that many will be deaf to His words. Jesus had the same problem

as he preached to the crowd, so o$en they heard what they wanted to hear and saw

what they wanted to see, missing the whole point of the teaching that lay before 

them (Ma.hew 11v15, 13v9, 13v15). S�ll the people kept on offering their sacrifices 

and turning up at the temple as if nothing had happened, blind and deaf to the 

spiritual peril that lay right in front of them.

Eventually when all else had failed God, as a loving disciplining Father, He sent His 

people into exile. He sent them away from His temple, away from the place of 

sacrifice. He spread them out among the na�ons making fellowship between Gods 

people harder. He sent them into a peniten�ary, a place for them to come to 

repentance and understand how far they had dri$ed from the Lord.

As a church, as we look closely at the situa�on we find ourselves in today. We may 

not realise it, but we are in exile. We have been driven away from the place of 

sacrifice, but haven't no�ced it. Instead we have made ourselves a covering of fig 

leaves (Genesis 3v7-11). We con�nue as if nothing is wrong, our services are online, 

we fellowship via WhatsApp and put a brave face on things while we ask the Lord to 

put things back to the way they used to be, not realising that we have been driven 

away from the Lord's Table, for no longer can we share together in the Lord's 

Supper. That physical reminder of Christ crucified is the �me when we examine 

ourselves and check that we are running on the right course (1 Corinthians 11v23-

32). We might not see the full significance of this but spiritually this is huge blow. 

Over the years the church has o$en gone through persecu�on in different �mes and 

places. Other struggles have come upon parts of the church that have prevented it 

from mee�ng together. However, never in history has there been a �me when the 

church has been stopped on a worldwide scale as it has happened today. Of even 

more significance is the �ming of this event as it locked us away during the Easter 



period, for Chris�ans the most important �me of the year, a �me when communion 

is taken more than at any other �me in the church calendar. If that doesn't get our 

a.en�on and open our eyes and ears then we are in a far bigger mess than we 

realise.

When the early church was dealing with sin and lack of repentance, one of the 

instruc�ons was to expel the immoral brother (1 Corinthians 5v9-11); to remove the 

unrepentant from the church to purify it. The important part to note is at the end of 

verse 11 it says "With such a man do not even eat". This is much more than just 

having someone round for a meal, this is about removing that person from 

communion. Not allowing them to par�cipate in the Lords Supper. Symbolically it is 

saying that the expelled person is no longer walking in Christ and is taking the ac�on 

of 1 Corinthians 11v29 for them.

Sadly this part of church life will not even be missed by many of those who claim to 

be God's people. Today the "worship" is far more important to us, communion, the 

remembrance of the sacrifice that was made and the challenge for us to follow in the

footsteps of Christ crucified has been pushed to the side. Instead of self examina�on 

and repentance before the Lord, we want to go away feeling encouraged and built 

up in our self worth. The true worship of living sacrifice (Romans 12v1) has been 

replaced with a desire for self. "Seeking first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness" (Ma.hew 6v33) shows the Lordship of Christ in our lives. This has 

been replaced with a new gospel that is all about God serving our needs. Without 

realising it we now demand a seat at the table, we expect to be listened to and 

pampered by our new servant, God. This cannot be and so now we find ourselves in 

exile.

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29v11).

This verse is a one that is o$en quoted to those going through tough �mes; sadly it is

o$en quoted out of context, for it is part of a passage that was wri.en to the 

Israelites who the Lord had sent into exile, far from the temple and the place of 

sacrifice because of their disobedience and sin. The false prophets, deaf and blind to 

the truth, had promised them a quick return (Jeremiah 28), but the Lords word to his

people was that this exile would last 70 years (Jeremiah 29v10), and the plans that 

God had for His people was not that he would just get them out of exile, but the 

blessing of Jeremiah 29v11 is shown in the following three verses (Jeremiah 29v12-

14). His people would be brought back when they had learnt to truly call on Him with

a right heart aFtude; an aFtude that put the Lord central in their lives, rather than 

an "add on" to their exis�ng lives; an "all their heart" aFtude, puFng God in His 

righSul place, li$ing Him up above the things of this world.

So let us carefully consider our ways and the ways of the church and remember that 

this is not all about the world; it is about us! Let us remember the lessons of 

Ma.hew 7v1-5 and ask the Lord to remove the plank in the eyes of His people that 



we may see clearly and realise the truth of the �mes. Pride looks down and blames 

others; humility takes a good inward look.

When God gave the great prophet Daniel revela�on into the exile situa�on he found 

himself in, he did not look around and start blaming others. Instead he humbled 

himself before the Lord and recognised his sin and the sin of the Lords people 

(Daniel 9v1-11). It is an example that we would do well to follow.

It is easy to get things in the wrong order, to look at the size of the world, and then 

see the church being carried along by it and reducing God to someone looking on 

and having the odd influence on the situa�on. Let us get the order correct. God is 

central, and then He works and disciplines His people who in turn reach out to the 

world. When God moves, He starts working downwards. It's why we see in the Old 

Testament the importance of the King following a$er God, for when he went astray 

he led Israel in a wrong direc�on and in turn showed the na�ons around a wrong 

picture of godly living. God does not change, and sadly neither do men's hearts. The 

same issues that led the Israelites astray are the same issues we face today (1 

Corinthians 10v13).

So let us take our eyes off the world, let us stop trying to deflect the issue onto what 

others have done and instead realise that we are now in exile and in this peniten�ary

the Lord is looking for his people to humble themselves and come before Him in 

repentance, then just like in the days of Jeremiah He will once again li$ us up and 

bring us back to a place of communion (James 4v10).

Let us take some �me over these coming days to ask the Lord for some clarity, we 

have plenty of �me to seek Him. The ques�on is "Will we seek Him?", or will we just 

look for someone else to do the seeking for us? Some of these things touch on 

subjects we don't like to think about, but if we don't consider these things, our �me 

in exile will have been in vain.

"He who has an ear, let him hear".



Le�er 5: The Church in Peniten%ary Part 2

Jeremiah 13v1-19

The book of Jeremiah can be a tough read; Jeremiah virtually alone, speaking the 

word of God, but being rejected by the people who claimed to be God's people. 

Despite his constant warnings of the coming exile, he spoke in vain to a people who 

had become so convinced that all was well, that it was almost impossible for them to

hear what the Lord was saying. For the sin of pride is the root of just about every 

other sin, for pride already knows. Pride li$s us up in our own eyes and alters our 

perspec�ve of how we see ourselves and others around us including God himself.  

Pride allows us to slip from the posi�on of humble servants and gives us a self 

confidence that raises us up to being equal or above God himself. 

Satan, who had himself rebelled against God because of his pride and conceit (1 

Timothy 3v6), taught Adam and Eve to follow in his ways. He taught them to li$ 

themselves up, to view being equal with God as a good thing, something to be 

desired. However, as we see ourselves equal with God it also means that we learn to 

challenge God's words with those great phrases "Did God really say?" (Genesis 3v1) 

and "You will not surely die" (Genesis 3v4). For when we are equals we are no longer

under authority, instead our new viewpoint as an equal means the other persons 

word is devalued and becomes something that we will take into considera�on rather

than obey outright. We treat it as more of a guideline, a sugges�on, rather than a 

commandment, for if someone is our equal how can they have authority to 

command us? This is the subtle danger of pride, it is a deadly spiritual cancer that 

starts to destroy and mutate our spiritual lives, taking root and then spreading to the

next area.

As we see in this passage in Jeremiah, the linen belt, despite being something that 

should have been �ed around the Lord's waist had become ruined because of pride 

that had led to a refusal to listen. As soon as we refuse to listen, spiritually we may 

not realise it, but we are as good as dead; for a servant cannot serve if he first does 

not listen to the word of instruc�on from his master. Without listening he works on 

an assump�on that "he knows" what his master wants. In other words, his 

knowledge has become equal with God so he no longer needs to seek him. Once this 

becomes a habit, we very quickly reduce ourselves to the aFtude that we are 

serving God because what we are doing is for Him, yet we have not asked if this is 

what He wants us to be doing. We need to remember that there are many servants 

in the house and the master assigns tasks to each servant. It is too easy for us to see 

something and assume that we are the ones for that job. In our pride and 

presump�on, we assume instead of seek. Another presump�on that goes with this is

we assume in our pride that we are ready and prepared to take up the role we think 

needs to be filled. Again the danger is that we step out of the Lords plan for our lives,

running ahead of the Lord. What we forget is that when we run ahead of the Lord, 

we have turned our backs to him, we have set ourselves above God.



As we look at the life of Jesus, the humble servant (Philippians 2v6-8), one of the key 

elements of his life was a constant seeking a$er the Father. His spiritual food was 

doing His will (John 4v34), he was not walking around doing whatever he wanted, 

and he was not working to his own agenda or the agenda of the people around him. 

He was walking according to the Fathers agenda, the servant heart walking in 

obedience. It is why at �mes we see Jesus do things that to a modern church would 

see crazy.

In Ma.hew 8v18, Jesus sees the crowds coming and gives orders to move away from

them. We see this in other places such as Ma.hew 16v20 when Jesus says not to tell 

anyone who he was. These are just a couple of examples in the life of Jesus when he 

did the opposite of what we would think would be the way to go.

For us in a Ma.hew 8v18 situa�on, we would assume that a crowd is coming so let's 

start preaching to the crowds and have some more miracles. Yet without the servant

heart this is not the work of God, but the manipula�on of man. Ma.hew 7v21-23 is 

seen in ac�on, works, but not based on the fruit of the Spirit, for the true fruit of the 

Spirit always starts with humility that leads to obedience. This is the core of the 

Chris�an walk, its called repentance. The Lord speaking, us listening and taking His 

word to heart that leads to a change of direc�on, a walk of obedient servitude. 

Sadly as pride comes in, our hearts harden and this servant heart aFtude leaves. 

Our hearts become like the path in the parable of the sower (Mark 4v1-20) and the 

word of God is no longer able to penetrate and take root. We may con�nue to do 

"good things", we may con�nue in ministry, but the servant heart has gone. It is the 

story of the church of Ephesus in Revela�on 2v1-7. Here we read of a church that is 

doing the "right stuff", persevering, enduring, throwing out false teaching, but over 

the years their love had grown cold. They had a love for the church, for ministry, for 

the teachings of God. If they hadn't, they would have stopped doing these things. Yet

this was a church that had lost contact with God himself. They had started to serve 

the things of God rather than God himself; without realising it their rela�onship with 

the Father had grown cold to the point that the Lord warns them that their lamp 

stand will be removed (Revela�on 2v5). Their church (Revela�on 1v20), would be 

removed and no longer shine the light of God on those around. The light in the 

darkness would go out and they would be as much in the dark as those around them.

It is not the only �me God has talked about the lights going out. In Malachi1v10 God 

wishes that someone would shut the doors of the temple because the sacrifices 

being made there had become contemp�ble in the eyes of God (Malachi 1v6-9). In 

the New Testament we read the same thought in 1 Corinthians 11v17. No�ce in both

cases this is to do with trea�ng the sacrifice with contempt. This is the word of God 

to His people, not to the world. The thought of God shuFng the church seems 

absurd, but if we are not doing the will of God, if we have lost our humble sacrificial 

servant heart towards God, then what message are we preaching and whose church 

have we become. In Revela�on 3v9 God calls them a "Synagogue of Satan"; an 

incredible descrip�on of part of the church. Yet if we are walking in disobedience to 

the Spirit of God, who are we walking in obedience to? If we reject Gods command 



and leading, then without realising it we are no longer followers of Christ crucified 

and instead have become followers of the "Did God really say".

As we think about the lamp stand being removed, the light going out, we need to 

think about what the Lord is saying. In the tabernacle the lamps needed to be kept 

burning in the darkness. Symbolically God's light was shining in the darkness, the 

tes�mony of God giving light to those around. A beacon of hope, a place to aim for 

to find the truth of God.

How did the lamp stand work? it needed a constant flow of oil to burn. Not just any 

oil, it was a pure oil (Exodus 27v20), clear and unpolluted so that it would flow 

without s�cking.  It was something that the Lord asked for before the lamp stand 

was built (Exodus 25v6 & 31). For the lamp stand without oil was nothing more than 

an ornament.

For us as Chris�ans that pure oil comes through our constant drawing close to God 

and walking in obedience. The Holy Spirit does not flow when we walk in 

disobedience, sin; The Holy Spirit leads and guides us as we humble ourselves and 

walk in obedience. The idea of walking in the Spirit while walking in sin is a total 

contradic�on of God's word. It's one of those "Did God really say", "You won't surely 

die". The only way the spirit moves when we are in disobedience is to convict us of 

sin, to lead us to repentance that takes us safely back on the right path. Sadly in our 

pride we reduce the walking in obedience that Gods word talks about to the idea 

that as we have not broken a legalis�c commandment, we haven't killed or 

commi.ed adultery, that all is well. Yet we forget that in our pride we have raised up

another God, ourselves. We may think we have kept the later commandments, but 

have missed the first. "You shall have no other Gods before me." (Exodus 20v3), the 

trap our pride lets us fall into is that we raise ourselves up to the level of God.

Now as believers, with all the ac�vity and business of life and church removed, we 

are now in that place of quiet and we are able to see our spiritual life without the 

business of the church. Now with all the extras removed we are able to take a closer 

look at our rela�onship with the Father.

Are we able to hear from God directly, or have we come to rely on external sources, 

preachers, teachers and books?

Do we look to others to be able to lead and direct us in the ways we should be going 

or again are we able to be led by the Holy Spirit?

Does our rela�onship with God fade when we are away from other believers?

Is my spiritual life built around the business of the church week or around the quiet 

�me with the Lord?

Are we walking in the pride of what we know and once did, not realising that our 

rela�onship with Him has faded over the years. 



We may think we are strong, we may think that our churches are strong, but the real

strength of the church is not in its numbers or the noise it can make on a Sunday. 

The real strength of the church is in the individual rela�onships that we all have with 

the Father. For the strength of the church is not found in people. The strength of the 

church is only found in the Lord. Our pride at these �mes always li$s us up, yet it's in

humility that the truth and the Lords grace is found.

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7v14



Le�er 6: The Blame Game 

Genesis 3v1-24

Over the last couple of weeks we have looked at the idea of the church being in 

peniten�ary. A place of restric�on and limita�ons put on us to bring us to our senses

and get us moving back in the right direc�on; let us remember that's God's discipline

is not about Him ven�ng His anger on His children but about making them Christ like 

and guiding them into the true blessings that come through godly living (Hebrews 

12v10). We have especially looked at the dangers of pride, because pride is the great

spiritual killer, the main a.ribute of Satan himself that leads to rebellion against 

God, an a.ribute he loves to pass on to all his followers as opposed to Christ who 

leads us in humility that leads us through repentance to servanthood towards our 

Heavenly Father.

In Genesis 3v1-24 we read of the fall of man, we read of how man's pride led him to 

rebel against God and the consequences of that fall. It's important to look again at 

these things, especially in the light of our current situa�on, as it helps us to see why 

we react in the way that we do to situa�ons and how we deal with our failings 

before God and man.

One of the great lies that we all like is the idea that it's not our fault, someone else is 

to blame. In the situa�on of Adam and Eve, we see as a result of sin a progression of 

blame. First Adam blames Eve for his sin (Genesis 3v12). When Eve was ques�oned 

about her ac�ons, she blamed the serpent (Genesis 3v13) and as the old joke goes, 

"The serpent didn't have a leg to stand on!" It might sound strange, but Satan was 

the only one who didn't blame anyone else. He knew his heart was rebellious and 

made no excuses for it. Adam and Eve however went down a very different route; 

they went down the route of blame; each claiming to be the innocent party led 

astray by someone else and denying the truth of their own rebellion. 

This blame aFtude is important because it is one of the first fruits of spiritual death, 

sin, for the blame that we see here is actually decep�on and works in the same way 

the Devil does, for it is the fruit of walking in obedience to Satan's ways, it is the 

spiritual fulfilment of John 8v44; it is literally becoming and living in the ways of 

Satan. So let us take a closer look at what is going on.

In John 16v8-14, Jesus talks about the work of the Holy Spirit. The most basic 

element of the work of the Holy Spirit is to convict of sin and lead us in the way of 

righteousness. The two are complete opposites, sin leads to disobedience and 

rebellion against God, while Godly convic�on by the Holy Spirit leads us to humble 

repentance that leads to a change of life direc�on. This is a basic founda�on of the 

Chris�an life (Hebrews 6v1). It means that we have heard the Holy Spirit speaking 

into our lives and our response has been to humbly admit our sin and rebellion 

against God himself and so we turn to the ways of godliness (2 Corinthians 7v10). 

This is the basics of walking according to the Spirit. Forget talking in tongues and 



other spiritual gi$s, the founda�onal basis of walking according to the Spirit is to 

listen and change direc�on as the Spirit leads.

The problem is that a ba.le rages within us. Our rebellious flesh fights for its very 

survival by trying to kill of the leading of the Holy Spirit. For if we live according to 

the Spirit then the flesh gets put to death, that flesh is our selfish desire, our pride. It 

is summed up by Jesus in Ma.hew 16v24 - 26 and is an ongoing ba.le that will be 

with us for the rest of our spiritual lives and is described very well by Paul in Romans 

7v7-20 as he talks about his ba.le with sin.

Now the important lesson for us here is the aFtude of Paul in his ba.le against sin. 

Who does he blame for his failings? No one! He's recognises his failings as his 

failings. He doesn't try blaming the church, lack of teaching or even the Devil. Instead

he recognises that his failings are caused by the desires of the flesh that rage within 

him and so we see him living out the words of 1 John 1v5-9. As Paul walked in the 

light, as he had fellowship with the Father, the light shone in the dark places of his 

life and he accepted his failings bringing them before the Father with no excuse or 

blame. He walked in the light and the blood of Jesus purified him from his sin. It 

didn't mean he found it easy; he fought the same ba.le we all should be figh�ng, but

because he fought, God's grace and mercy were being poured out on him as he 

humbly came before the Lord (James 4v6-7). No�ce in James it talks about resis�ng 

the Devil, resis�ng the tempta�on that he puts before us.

Too o$en, instead of resis�ng the Devil, we actually follow in his footsteps. Instead 

of walking in the light of the truth of our sinfulness which leads to repentance, we 

walk in darkness (1 John 1v10). Instead of Godly repentance we deny the truth and 

walk in satanic decep�on. We claim that it's not our fault and that the issue lays 

elsewhere, we make an excuse for our rebellion. Our self righteousness that comes 

from our pride rejects convic�on and instead starts to work on a decep�on to take 

the spotlight off us. Put basically, we lie! We lie to ourselves (1 Corinthians 6v9-10, 

James 1v22) telling ourselves that it's alright to con�nue as we are and it's o$en at 

this point we will look for another believer to jus�fy our sin (2 Timothy 4v3). We will 

look for people to tell us what we want to hear and then of course we follow in the 

ways of Satan by deceiving others. We become preachers of evil, jus�fying our sin, 

deceiving others around us to follow and join in with our decep�on (2 Timothy 

3v3v13). Very quickly we lead others into following in our ways, deceiving others and

encouraging them to walk in the way of rebellion, the "Did God really say" (Genesis 

3v1) soon breeds and spreads to bring about the full walk of the sinful nature as seen

in Gala�ans 5v19-21. Rather than preaching Christ crucified we have become 

encouragers of sin and rebellion against God himself. It is no wonder scripture talks 

about an� Christs within the church (1 John 2v18-19, 2 John 1v7), they preach and 

encourage the ways of the flesh rather than Christ crucified lifestyle. No�ce in 1 John

2v18 that it warns us of "many". It would be good to examine ourselves to make sure

we are one of the "few" rather than the "many", for the "many" it is talking about 

are inside the church and as it tells us in Ma.hew 7v15-23, not only are they just 

saying what we want to hear, but as part of the "many" the Lords reac�on to them 

will be "I never knew you"; For we never knew His ways.



For this is the last part of our decep�on, once we have deceived ourselves and 

deceived others we think that we will in turn  be able to deceive God himself. Let us 

take a warning from Genesis 3. God was not fooled by the decep�on and the blame 

game of Adam and Eve and will not be deceived by us. The idea that we can deceive 

God shows just how much pride has taken root within us; we think that we can 

outwit God himself. If we think we are going to mock God in this way we truly 

deceive ourselves (Gala�ans 6v7-8).

Chris�ans love to blame; if we cannot find a person, we will blame the Devil himself. 

Let us be very clear, Satan cannot cause you to sin. He does not take control of you; 

he does not put a gun to your head and threaten you. He just offers you the desires 

of your flesh and we take it, abandoning the leading of the Holy Spirit. If we want to 

defeat the decep�on of the enemy of our souls the solu�on is simple:

"Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the Devils 

schemes (decep�ons)."

Ephesians 6v11

This means staying close to the Father, wrapping ourselves in Him that his armour 

then covers us as well. Too many want to put on the armour of God without God 

being present. As part of that armour we need to be constantly listening to the 

leading of the Spirit, allowing our eyes and ears to be opened to the revela�on that 

He wants to bring us and walking in obedience.

"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you."

James 4v7

As we look at the tempta�ons of Jesus in Ma.hew 4v1-11, we see that Jesus was 

tempted in exactly the same ways that we are, yet was without sin (Hebrews 4v15). 

He stuck close to the Father; he constantly crucified the flesh to walk according to 

the Spirit. He made no excuses for himself that would allow him to surrender his will 

to Satan, instead he con�nued in daily obedience to the direc�ons of the Father, 

bringing glory to His name.

It is very easy to play the blame game, both individually and as the church, the body 

of Christ. It is a.rac�ve to us because it allows us to keep our pride, our desire not to

be seen to have failed before others and God himself. For blame denies the fault 

within and passes it on to another. However the truth is that if we have gone the 

wrong way, it is down to the desires of our heart being dangled in front of us and us 

allowing our flesh to chase a$er those desires. For that we have no one to blame but

ourselves (James 1v13-15) and that requires humility.

If we want the Holy Spirit to lead, guide and teach us, then we have to be willing to 

accept the truth and walk humbly according to the light. If every �me the light shines

on us our pride makes an excuse for walking in the darkness, then sadly we will 

never understand the things that the Holy Spirit is trying to teach and lead us in.



So what excuse can we offer? None! Our excuses are our pride rebelling against God 

so let us stop the blame game and allow the Holy Spirit to do a work of purifica�on in

our lives.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are jus�fied freely by his 

grace through the redemp�on that by Christ Jesus. 

John 3v23-24



Le�er 7: Do I have your a�en%on now?

Colossians 1v15-20

Last week we looked at the "Blame Game", the tendency we have to blame others 

for our own failings. However at the same �me we do the same thing when it comes 

to the misfortune of the world or those around us. Again it can't be their fault, it 

must be some outside power, so let's find someone or something we don't like and 

blame them. We see this today with the Coronavirus, poli�cians love to play the 

blame game. Flavour of the month is that China somehow created it and let it out of 

the lab. For some believers it's all the work of the Devil and his hordes that need to 

be rebuked and put back into their box. In both cases someone important has been 

missed out, God! In fact the only ones who seem to blame God are those who say 

"Why would God let something like this happen?" As if somehow, they think that 

God Almighty would never do or allow something like this, sadly a view that many 

Chris�ans take.

So let's take a bit of a step back and put God back on the throne and recognise Him 

for who He is; The creator of heaven and earth! All things have been created by Him 

and for Him! Let us remember those words of Colossians 1v16, "All Things". We may 

have our conspiracy theories, but I can assure you that God Almighty has been 

awake the whole �me. He is the creator, not man, not the Devil. When it comes to 

life it always stems from God right down to the smallest virus. This is what the Bible 

is trying to tell us in Genesis Chapters 1 & 2. God creates; it is Him that puts life into 

all parts of crea�on. From the birds in the air to the depth of the seas, from pole to 

pole, God has created and maintains His crea�on. The Apostle Peter did not go 

running into God to wake him from his sleep to let him know that a virus had broken 

out and was making its way around the world; God himself was on the throne 

controlling and knowing every step and effect that would take place. This is 

important for us to understand because without this understanding we will be 

deceived and start looking and blaming the wrong person or people. A$er all there is

no point trying to bind the Devil for something he hasn't created and isn't 

controlling. 

All we are doing is being deceived and allowing ourselves to raise him up to the level 

of God by first saying he is a creator and second saying he is the controller. In doing 

so we declare that he has more control than God himself and by saying he is a 

creator we raise him up to being equal with God, the very thing that he has desired 

from the start for in raising him up we lower God, for if Satan is in control, then God 

has been defeated by him as we declare that Gods will is subject to Satan's. The glory

of ruling heaven and earth belongs to the Lord and He has no plans to share that 

glory with anyone else (Isaiah 42v8). God is in command and is ruling right down to 

the last detail of our lives and the smallest part of his crea�on including microscopic 

viruses (Ma.hew10v29-31).

This is a very important concept for us to understand and goes against a lot of the 

teaching of "God being a loving God so He would never do such a thing". God is a 



loving God, but his love is greater than our ideas of love. God's character is summed 

up in love, but that character and therefore that love is made up of all the a.ributes 

of God. His peace, grace, mercy, forgiveness, pa�ence, perseverance, goodness, 

faithfulness and self control and the other bits we like are all part of that love, but so

too are His jus�ce, wrath, judgement, righteous anger and holiness. These are just 

some of the a.ributes of God, but without all of them we create for ourselves a false

God. We create a God who we assume thinks and acts as we do, again from Genesis 

3v5, we think we have become like God knowing how He should act towards us and 

the world around us; assuming that we know what He would and would not do and 

crea�ng a false God in our own image.

This idea of making God as an image of what man wants is seen throughout the 

Bible. It is the essence of what God was trying to teach the Israelites in the 

commandments in Exodus 20v3-4; the warning was not to make a God in the image 

of anything else. For that God would be a false God and when we worship that God 

we worship an idol, an image of the real God. What is an image? It's a work of our 

imagina�on. It's not the real thing, but a picture created and manipulated by man to 

look how we want it to look. No�ce this commandment was not given to the world 

first; it was given to Gods people, they had to live as a tes�mony before the world.

God took this sort of thing very seriously and warned His people of the 

consequences in Exodus 20v5-6. He does not say that He will allow others to take 

control and punish us, but makes it quite clear that He will be in control of the 

punishment, no ma.er what tool He chooses to use and that the tool He chooses is 

unlikely to be what we would expect. A classic example of this is the Apostle Paul in 

Acts 9v15. God describes Paul as "His chosen instrument"; the tool that He had 

decided to use for His purposes. Would Paul have been the first choice of the 

church? I doubt it. He was the one who was persecu�ng them and throwing them 

into jail (Acts 9v13). He was happy to see Stephen stoned to death (Acts 8v1). Yet 

this was the man that God chose to take His message of salva�on to the Gen�les.

When it comes to God's discipline, we see that He uses an assortment of things to 

get our a.en�on when we go astray. As we read in the book of judges He used 

invaders (Judges 3v7-8, Judges 3v12, Judges 4v1-2). No�ce each �me it is the Lord 

who is totally in command using the tool that He sees fit for the job. We see another 

set of tools that God uses in 2 Chronicles 7v13-14, drought, famine, locusts and 

plagues now including Coronavirus. God used these things at different �mes to get 

His peoples a.en�on and draw them back on to the right path, for God's priority is 

saving of lives for eternity rather than the prolonging of man's mortality. The 

sacrifice of life for the salva�on of others has always been at the centre of God's 

ways and is summed up in the death of Christ on the cross. It's a sacrifice that has to 

be voluntary, for if the sacrifice is not freely given it is no longer a freewill offering 

but a forced the$. This is important because one of the great complaints that God 

had against the Israelites was that they sacrificed their lives to other Gods. In other 

words they would lay down their lives and their goods in the pursuit of other Gods 

even though He was the one who had set them free. This is summed up in Ezekiel 



16v1-63 when God lays before His people the full extent of their sin, it is a chapter 

that we read and then think to ourselves: "How could they do that?"

However, the heart of man does not change unless the Lord is allowed to do a work 

in it and that means that the same things that happened then happen now. So let's 

take a quick look through the chapter and see how many of the charges relate to the

church today.

Ezekiel 16v1-14 is a great picture of how God took his people out of the world. They 

did not come from a special line or a deserving people; instead he took them as a 

sinful unwanted people and made them into his own. It goes on to explain how the 

Lord made a covenant with His people; this is important because in a covenant all 

that we have is there to support the other party in their �me of need. People o$en 

reduce a covenant to a simple contract but it is far deeper. If I enter into a contract 

to pay someone a sum of money to do a job or to buy an item then that is the sum I 

am liable to pay. If suddenly the person I am in a contract with says that he has other

needs, they are not something I have made an agreement to provide for. My 

agreement, my contract, is just to pay for the services or goods that have been 

agreed. In contrast a covenant is much deeper, it is an agreement to support each 

other with everything we have at our disposal which in the case of God Almighty is a 

lot. It is not limited to what I feel I can afford or helping out when I am in the mood, 

it is about everything I am and have is there to support the other party in their �me 

of need. The greatest display of this is of course Jesus at the cross, giving everything 

he was and everything he had right down to his underwear. He fulfilled his side of 

the covenant by giving all of himself, physically, spiritually and emo�onally. He even 

gave up his mother to fulfil his part of the covenant. So when God says He entered 

into a covenant with His people it is a very serious commitment towards them.

In Ezekiel 16v9-13 we see how He provided for all their needs. We can at this point 

so easily reduce this to just their physical food and clothes, but when we look at 

things spiritually we realise that He was feeding them and clothing them through his 

word. The same is true today with the church, his people. We see the same concept 

in Ephesians 5v25-27, the cleansing that comes through the word of God. Not as an 

intellectual knowledge of scripture, but as a life that is lived in obedience to that 

word. It is this act of pouring out His word, showing us the way that leads to 

repentance that removes the spots, blemishes and wrinkles from the church and at 

the end creates a radiant church; a church that shines out in the world as a reflec�on

of the work that the Lord has done. All this beauty that we read about in Ephesians 

and Ezekiel came not from Israel or the church but was lavished upon them by God 

through the cleansing of His word. Just like the radiant church in Ephesians 5v25-27 

that is then seen and respected by the world, so Israel also became famous because 

of the splendour of God that dwelt among them.

It is at this point we see the change, the start of the downfall, both of historical Israel

and of the church today. We forget who we are, mere sinners saved by grace; a 

people who reflect the glory of God because we humbly serve Him and trust in Him 

for our needs; for it is Christ in us that gives the church power and authority, the 



working and leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives that shows the power of God. 

Instead pride starts to come in and we start to bask in our own glory enjoying the 

praise of men and becoming addicted to their praise. As a simple example of this, I 

was watching an interview with a musician who had made a fortune through his 

music and had no need to work or play ever again. When asked why he con�nued to 

tour around the world he explained that there was nothing like the experience of 

thousands of fans calling out his name in adora�on. That man, without realising it, 

has become a pros�tute to the desire for praise, he was willing to sacrifice his home 

life to fulfil that need within.

The danger for the church, as has been seen over the years, is that when it goes in 

the right direc�on it starts to draw praise and when our pride receives it we want 

more. It is the same with signs and wonders, God moves, the miraculous happens 

and people hear about it and raise us up and at that point we start to sell ourselves 

to that fame, that li$ing up and will do anything to keep it coming, not realising that 

we are now worshipping another God. Instead of our reputa�on and standing before

the Lord being our priority (Ma.hew 6v33), our concern becomes about how we will

be seen and perceived by others; how we will stay in their favour. It is at this point, 

as our eyes dri$ from the Lord that we start to pros�tute ourselves to the foreign 

Gods of this world. To maintain the rela�onship and keep everyone happy we start 

to walk along the broad road of compromise (Ma.hew 7v13-14). We start to offer 

our ways to the world. We start to dress like them (Ezekiel 16v16), losing our 

righteous robes as we compromise to keep everyone happy. The sacrifices that 

should have been made for the Lord are instead poured out to serve false Gods 

(Ezekiel 16v18).

A difficult part of this process is that it tends to take a period of �me for the dri$ to 

take place. If you look through the book of Judges an event would happen, the 

people would call for deliverance and the Lord would send a judge. The primary job 

of the judge was not to slay the enemy, but to lead the people back into obedience 

to the Lord, leading by example. As that judge listened and followed the instruc�ons 

of the Lord, He moved through that judge and the people experienced God's 

deliverance for themselves as once more they became free. Sadly as �me passed 

they dri$ed back into their old ways and if we think we are any different today we 

deceive ourselves.

So how have we dri$ed as a church, and here we are thinking of the church na�on 

wide and even world wide? Are we concerned more about what the Lord thinks or 

what the world thinks? Do we take our instruc�on and leading from man or from 

God and whose praise are we seeking?

One of the first things we need to watch out for is the desire to see the church grow 

numerically at any cost. That cost is more than financial, it is the cost of sacrificing 

the ways of the Lord; trying to make the church more appealing to the outside 

world. This tends to come under a couple of different traits; liberalism and 

materialism.



Liberalism is when we start to compromise on Gods standards and accept sin as 

being alright. When Jesus gave the great commission in Ma.hew 28v19-20 he told 

the disciples to teach the people to obey the ways of God and sin is not the way of 

God. In the age we live in there has come about an extreme teaching on grace that 

gives the idea that God is not bothered about our sin because He will give more 

grace. In John 8v11 when Jesus is dealing with the woman caught in adultery he does

not condemn her, but at the same �me he does not condone her sin or make an 

excuse for her to carry on in that lifestyle. His final words to her "leave your life of 

sin" shows the truth of the gospel message. We are saved by God's grace and mercy, 

but saved from sin, in other words our new life is a life of repentance that is 

constantly trying to look more like the life of Christ. With liberalism we try to get the 

numbers in by dropping the standards and at this point we may not realise it, but the

church has now become more important than the Lord and we start to lower the 

holiness of God into the gu.er. Instead of following the command to be holy (1 Peter

1v16) we pros�tute ourselves to the world and become like them to keep them 

happy. Let us always remember that the job of the church is not to save the world 

but to serve the Lord. The work of building the church is the Lord's (Ma.hew 16v18).

The true church only grows when Gods people walk in obedience.

The second trait, materialism, springs from the same root as liberalism. Again it's the

idea of allowing people to con�nue to worship in their old ways and that by coming 

to God He will bless the worldly desires of their heart. In our pros�tu�on we take the

things that are for seeking the will of God and focus them on seeking the will and 

material gain of man. We see this in Ezekiel 16v19 with the fragrant incense being 

offered up. That incense represents the prayers of the saints (Revela�on 8v4). Our 

prayer life that should be focused on seeking the will of the Lord instead becomes 

focused on seeking the will and desires of man. This has gone on for so long that it 

has become totally normal, instead of seeking the Lord's will and revela�on in our 

lives (the focus of all of the Apostle Paul's prayers), our focus becomes people's 

physical well being and as it becomes more extreme produces the modern 

prosperity gospel. A gospel that takes the will and desire of God and replaces it with 

the will and desire of man and so once again we pros�tute ourselves before a 

foreign God, absorbing the ways of the world.

Whenever there is true Godly revival in individuals or in groups of believers there are

certain traits that are always seen. Prayer: The seeking a$er the will of God. Holiness

that comes from repentance from sin and Obedience that comes by doing the will of 

the Lord.

Next week Lord willing we will con�nue to look at some of these ways in which we 

have fallen, for only when we realise that we have lost our direc�on do we start 

looking for the right direc�on.



Le�er 8: Adding and taking away

Revela%on 22v18-19

Last week we started to look at Ezekiel Chapter 16 and some of the charges God 

made against His people. Let us just be reminded again, "His people". We are not 

looking to judge the world for we cannot change the lives of others. The only life we 

can change is our own and through that change, God through His Holy Spirit is then 

able to minister unto others. As we saw in Le.er 6: The Blame game, we have a 

tendency to want to deflect from our own issues by looking and poin�ng the 

a.en�on towards others so as we con�nue to read through these things, let us keep 

in mind that it is about us and the part we play in the local church as well as the 

greater church that the Lord is speaking to us about.

We finished by touching on the subjects of Liberalism and Materialism and today we 

will con�nue on that theme. Each of them is a reac�on of mans pride and the desires

of his flesh to manipulate the word of God so that the flesh can get its desires. 

Although the two overlap in many ways, Liberalism tends to be more focused on the 

removing of what God said, so that we do not have to repent and turn from our 

sinful ways, while materialism adds to Gods word to allow us to seek what our flesh 

desires. Of course we have to remember that if you remove something you add 

something in its place and if you add something you remove the focus on to 

something else. Just like God Himself and all His works, His Word is an intricate 

balance and a true marvel. He is an Almighty God. 

As we read last week in Ezekiel 16v15-19, Gods people started to take the worship 

and sacrifice that was supposed to be used for the worship of God and instead 

poured it out on their false gods, the idols, the desires of their hearts. On the liberal 

side we see this in areas such as marriage. Many Chris�ans today think it is alright to 

desecrate the covenant of marriage; the life long union between a man and a 

woman. Now for many they will instantly start to point to the LGBT movement 

within the church; one of the things we have to note about this group is that it 

spends more �me focusing on the Liberalisa�on of Gods word to jus�fy their flesh 

desires that it does seeking to walk in obedience and crucifying the flesh. However, 

this group is a newish group and is the child of a different type of liberalisa�on that 

the church has allowed these days with almost no comment; that is the liberalisa�on

of divorce within the church, please note this is about divorce a$er people have 

become saved, we cannot hold people accountable for failing the Lords instruc�on 

when they have not known the Lord. 

As a young Chris�an even 35 years ago, divorce was frowned upon within the 

church. Now not only has it become accepted, but in a lot of the church it is not even

an obstacle to leadership, despite the teaching of 1 Timothy 3v1-10. This is very 



important because marriage before God is a covenant agreement. When we accept 

that breaking a covenant is acceptable, it then means that it becomes easier to 

accept the breaking of our covenant before the Lord. 

For marriage, in its true form, is to be taught in the church by word and deed. It is 

why in 1 Timothy 3v2-4, when looking for leaders, they must manage their family 

well; this is not just about them being disciplined and obedient to their parents, but 

about being disciplined and obedient to the ways of God. If as leaders we are willing 

to accept divorce and water down the need for that covenant to be respected within

the church, then that is what we teach to the next genera�on and if we teach that 

the marriage covenant is not to be respected as scripture tells us (Hebrews 13v4), 

then that is what we will breed into the next genera�on. We will sacrifice our 

children's spirituality to foreign gods so that we can get what we want, they may live 

on physically, but spiritually we are leading them astray. Once we have set them a 

precedent of the liberalisa�on of the Word of God is it any wonder that couples 

living together and same sex rela�onships have started to increase and in many 

cases are encouraged within the church. We have become like the Corinthian church

and have become proud of our acceptance of these issues (1 Corinthians 5v1-2). No 

longer do we tes�fy to the world the ways of righteousness, but instead have 

followed in their footsteps, desired their freedom to sin, and fought for it to be 

accepted in the church un�l we have become so used to it that the situa�on 

becomes normal. 

As Gods people we have to understand that when we water down the Word of God, 

when in our pride we rebel against His word and alter it to our own desires, then 

that is what we teach our children to do. It is one of the interes�ng parts of 2 Kings. 

In 2 Kings 14v1, Amaziah a good king whose mother was from Jerusalem  

(represen�ng God's people), 2 Kings 15v1-3 Azariah (in some versions Uzziah) is a 

good king, his mother was from Jerusalem, 2 Kings 15v8-9 Zechariah is a bad king, his

mother was from Samaria (those going away from God's word). These kings had 

been taught by the examples of their parents and this had a huge effect on the 

direc�on in which their lives took. A similar thought is seen in Genesis 5v1-3, we see 

God created in his likeness, but the children of Adam grew up in the likeness of 

Adam, following in his ways. For once we start on the path of rebellion, that is what 

we teach and sacrifice our children to, both our physical (family) and spiritual 

(church) children. This is part of the reason for Gods teachings to Moses in Exodus 

34v6-7. The Lord warned Moses of the results of making agreements with the people

around them as they would finish up sacrificing their children by leading them astray 

(Exodus 34v15-16). When we go astray, the results have a knock on effect from 

genera�on to genera�on and the only answer to that curse comes through 

repentance and a turning back to Gods ways.

Marriage is a good example, but sadly there are many other areas where the church 

has liberalised its views towards sin un�l it is no longer seen as sin, our hearts have 

become totally hardened and unable to be penetrated by the Word of God 

(Ma.hew 13v19).



Just as there are huge dangers from liberalism, the same is also true for our other 

false god; materialism. For in materialism we change the word of God to allow us to 

follow a$er the material desires of our hearts, money and goods, or as it used to be 

called "Mammon".

This false God is one that has been allowed to invade the church to the point that we

do not even no�ce it any more. It has become so accepted that it is normal in our 

conversa�ons. When we greet each other, when we enquire as to how life is going, 

our focus tends to be on the physical. We think of health, houses, jobs, cars, 

computers and the other things of this world. Rarely is our first thought the spiritual 

side of life and what the Lord is doing which is what scripture encourages us to do 

(Ephesians 5v19, Romans 1v11-12). So in essence our first thought when we meet 

someone is to ask how the world is blessing them!

 How o$en do we read of Jesus or the apostles asking about the material well being 

of those they are ministering to? The nearest we get to this is in 3 John 1v2 when 

John prays that Gaius would enjoy health and blessing in the world even as his soul 

was being blessed. So even here, John's priority was the spiritual well being of Gaius 

and his joy was in his spiritual walk, rather than his bank balance (3 John 1v3-4). 

Firstly let us be clear that especially in the Western World, there is no idol 

worshipped more than the god of materialism. This God is worshipped so deeply 

that it is considered as important as life itself. It is one of the headline ba.les at the 

moment, the unlocking of the economy versus the desire to save lives. At what point

are we willing to sacrifice lives for economic gain? It has been interes�ng to see how 

different na�ons and cultures have varying views on this subject, but let us be under 

no illusion as to what the underlying ba.le is; mammon and how much we are 

willing to sacrifice for it.

This desire for more is one of the fastest routes to falling away from God. In Genesis 

2v8-17 we read how God created the Garden of Eden and filled it full of good quality 

fruit trees (Genesis 2v9); trees of blessing, trees that would give them more than 

enough to fulfil their physical need (Genesis 1v29). They had no need for any more 

and yet Satan in Genesis 3v2-6 tempts Adam and Eve with the desire for more than 

the Lord had already given them.

If our desire is for more of the things of this world, then what we are saying is that 

we are not sa�sfied with what we have. We declare that we need the physical to be 

fulfilled in life, put simply; the Lord is not enough for us. Our eyes are fixed on the 

blessings of this world and it then becomes the god of this world that we chase a$er,

as Jesus said; "You cannot serve both God and Money" (Ma.hew 6v24). The one we 

serve and make sacrifice to is the one we worship (Romans 12v1), be it  God or 

Mammon. Do we want the things of this world or the things of God? When we are 

sa�sfied with what we have, we have contentment in our lives, we no longer have 

the need to strive for more and this is a great blessing (1 Timothy 6v6-10). The 

danger of the constant desire for more is that it becomes the focus of our lives, the 

driving force and the thing that occupies our thoughts. No longer are our eyes and 



thoughts fixed on Jesus (Hebrews 3v1, 12v2) or on the spiritual, but our eyes are 

fixed on the ways of this world, and whatever our eyes and thoughts are fixed on, 

that is the direc�on our lives will go. As the god of materialism has been dragged 

into the church, we start to alter the Word of God to jus�fy our worldly desires, and 

eventually twist things to say that God Himself desires these things for us. Before we 

know it, we start seeing God as a means to material gain and become a people 

robbed of the truth of Gods word (1 Timothy 6v5).

However, like liberalism, the effects of this false path not only influence our lives, but

also the paths of our children (spiritual and physical). For when our desire is for 

success in this world, it becomes the doctrine we teach to our children. We become 

more concerned about their educa�on and job opportuni�es than we do about their 

spiritual well being. When we talk to others about our children, it is not about their 

spiritual lives, but their material well being and our children start to see themselves 

judged in our eyes by how well they have done in this world. Without realising it we 

are teaching them that the ways of materialism are more important than the 

Kingdom of God. How sad that we are willing to sacrifice our children eternally to 

encourage them in the pursuit of the desire for more in this world.

This has a knock on effect that is far greater than we can imagine. A simple example 

is when I think back to when Liz and I first went out onto the mission field. I was 

amazed at how many Chris�ans warned me of the dangers of ruining my career and 

the fact that it would have long term effects on our future such as buying a home or 

even having a pension. Their concern for my material well being may at first look as 

if they cared for me, but that care and concern was based on the material rather 

than the spiritual gain that comes through obedience to the call of God. As a side 

note, when I have talked to heads of missions one of the things they struggle with 

today is geFng anyone to commit long term, people are happy to go out short term 

using up their holidays, but mission is no longer seen as a spiritual career path.

Sadly we now have large parts of the church that see materialism as being the will of 

God, who see God Almighty as some sort of spiritual cash machine whose only 

concern is our material greed. How sad it is that we have perverted the ways of God 

and missed the fact that Jesus had nothing and yet was the most successful man to 

walk the face of the earth; and it is him we are called to follow a$er.

For we need to understand the grave consequences for ourselves, and the 

genera�ons to come, when we go down the roads of liberalism and materialism and 

as we encourage the next genera�ons, by word and deed, to go astray. We fulfil a 

couple of verses in Ezekiel 16 that at first would fill us with horror. We sacrifice our 

children to foreign gods (Ezekiel 16v20-21). For in our desire to get what we want in 

this world we are willing to sacrifice our own children spiritual well being, for our 

desire for personal gain means we are willing to sacrifice their eternal direc�on, a 

hard concept for us to comprehend.



So let us take a look at our lives, are we allowing liberalism and materialism into our 

lives and thus into the church? Are we truly seeking first the Kingdom of God or are 

we jealously seeking the material blessings the world tempts us with?

Just a final thought on these things, because as we truly examine our lives and see 

what we have added and taken away, we can view ourselves as failures before God, 

and there is no denying the truth in that. However, let us also look at the posi�ves, 

for when God gave these words in Ezekiel to Israel He did it to bless them.

Firstly, as we see the magnitude of our sin and our failings before God, we also see 

the depth of the love God has for us that in spite of our adultery and pros�tu�on to 

the Gods of this world He s�ll desires us and desires to see us cleansed and made 

holy, It is a love and pa�ence that is beyond our understanding.

The second posi�ve is that when we see we have gone astray we have a star�ng 

point; we know where we are and where we have to get to. For if in our pride, we do

not see ourselves as lost, we will never consider changing direc�on. However, as we 

see our failings and turn from our false gods to the true and living God we will once 

again know His presence and blessing.

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 

forgive their sin and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7v14



Le�er 9: Faith in a foreign god.

Luke 18v1-8 

Over the last few weeks we have been looking through Ezekiel Chapter 16 and the 

warnings and lessons that need to be heeded from this passage in our lives today.

As we read through the chapter we see a constant pros�tu�on to other gods, the 

gods of this world, the peoples that surrounded Israel, and a desire to have the 

perceived blessing that those people had as a way of fulfilling the needs of the flesh 

within.

This week we will take a look at who we see as our provider; for again it is so easy to 

say that we trust in the Lord yet by our ac�ons we show that it is the world that we 

are looking to. The parable of the persistent widow is a reminder as we con�nue in 

Ezekiel that when it comes to seeking jus�ce, deliverance or any other needs, our 

trust must be in the Lord, for when Jesus makes the statement:

"When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"

Luke 18v8

He's not just talking about a belief in God, but an ac�ve living faith. One of the 

lessons we need to learn from this parable is that the widow persisted in going to 

the judge over and over again. She didn't look elsewhere, didn't start geFng a 

pe��on together or start arranging street protests. She knew very clearly who was 

responsible for sor�ng her case out and that was the one that she went to. She was 

single minded in her ac�ons and by those ac�ons she displayed clearly who she had 

put her faith in. Even when things did not seem to be proceeding at the speed she 

wanted, she did not change her focus, but con�nued to seek the judge alone. It is 

the true example of Psalm 40v1-2. The psalmist waited pa�ently on the Lord, where 

did he wait? He waited in the slimy pit; he waited for the Lord alone to li$ him out. 

He didn't start to look at the �me that was going by and decide to try a few other 

methods of geFng out; he waited pa�ently for the Lord and for the Lord alone.

This is important for us, because at �mes we need to take a step back and see who 

or what we have put our faith in, for it is far easier to put our trust in the gods of this 

world than we may realise.

In Ezekiel 16v23-34, we see in verses 24 & 31 that adulterous Israel had made 

mounds for themselves and the shrines of their false gods. Now a mound may at first

seem insignificant, but the purpose of the mound was to li$ something up so that it 

could be seen from a distance and by more people. To build a mound was no easy 

task; in ancient �mes the only way to build a mound was by hand, it would take 

months, maybe years to complete. For those of us in Worcester, if we think of the 

earthworks required to build WhiFngton Tump or Bri�sh Camp on the Malvern's, 

we realise the huge amount of effort that would be required; so when we read that a

mound was built it means that serious effort was put into the endeavour at hand.



Now the first thing we see in Ezekiel 16v24 was that it says: "You built a mound for 

yourselves". Whatever was being put on the mound, whatever the purpose of that 

mound, we need to understand that self interest was the goal. Mounds, towers such 

as the tower of Babel (Genesis 11v1-9), have been built over the years to get peoples

a.en�on and to draw people in to look closer; it's done to li$ us up and make us 

look important. If we look at the mainline railway sta�ons in London we see how the 

different companies built huge ornate structures as a way of adver�sing their railway

as being the best company to travel with. It was an expensive adver�sing board that 

boasted of what that company had to offer if people would use their services. We 

see it today with temp�ng introductory offers for phones, broadband and other 

u�li�es, each company li$ing it's achievements up to draw us into a rela�onship with

them.  At the moment they are using the Coronavirus as a great adver�sement by 

making themselves look generous towards key workers. They are not doing it out of 

the generosity of their hearts, they are doing it because we have something they 

want… our money and their money. Their goal is to gain what we have, to draw the 

unsuspec�ng individual into a rela�onship; that is the world of business, to sell 

yourself to your customers.

So when we read of these mounds we see Israel were exal�ng themselves and 

making their offerings clear to all those around to bring them into a rela�onship. Put 

simply, they were selling (pros�tu�ng) themselves to draw people into a rela�onship

that would allow them to gain and get what they wanted. They made special offers 

(sacrifices) to gain what they wanted; we have seen them over the last couple of 

weeks in liberalism and materialism, sacrificing the ways of God to get the a.en�on 

and wealth of the world. It all sounds a bit weird and theore�cal so let us try and 

bring it down to the prac�cal; we will start with ourselves as individuals first, and 

then look at the church.

"But I, when I am li$ed up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself."

John 12v32

How o$en do we try to draw a.en�on to ourselves? Wan�ng people to no�ce our 

abili�es, needs, sacrifices, good works, even our spirituality! We do this because we 

want to be no�ced, to be someone, to fulfil the flesh need within so we build the 

mound (make the effort) to li$ ourselves and be no�ced. We sacrifice, saying and 

doing what they want to hear and see so that we are recognised and in response we 

draw people in to fulfil our flesh desires; to "Want to be", to "Want to have", to have

the a.en�on of others, to be no�ced, listened to and respected, even loved. Looking

for a fulfilment through the things of this world and before we know it, we are 

sacrificing, selling ourselves, pros�tu�ng, to gain the approval of men; at this point 

we may not realise it, but we are sacrificing to foreign gods.

We also need to realise that this doesn't just happen in our worldly rela�onships. It 

also appears in our church rela�onships too with our desires to be seen or feel 

needed by the church. That is a very different thing to serving the Lord, even though 

they may look the same. Serving the Lord makes the sacrifice to li$ Him up, it is not 



about us gaining respect or standing in the eyes of men or even other brothers and 

sisters in the Lord. It's not about us being seen to be in successful ministry, it's about 

us being successful before the Lord, walking in simple obedience as a servant before 

Him even if no one else no�ces. As soon as we desire others to no�ce we start to li$ 

ourselves up rather than the Lord, for when we want to be li$ed up and no�ced we 

need to be aware that it is pride that is at work, the great spiritual killer, for as we 

are warned in Exodus 20v26, when we li$ ourselves up on steps the flesh is easily 

revealed, even when it looks like we are ministering for the Lord.

As an example, a few years ago a minister said to me that it must be nice to pastor a 

small church because you do not have to put so much effort into the messages 

because it's only a small congrega�on. I must admit I was le$ in shock at the 

statement for behind it lay another message; why waste �me preparing if only a few 

are listening? In other words, I can only be bothered to put the effort in if I am going 

to receive the praises of men. We need to understand that our ministry is before the 

Lord and as we li$ Him up men will be drawn in. When the desire is for us to be li$ed

up we may draw a crowd eager to hear what they want to hear (2 Timothy 4v3-4), 

yet not fulfil the Lords will, becoming loved and famous, even wealthy before men, 

yet bankrupt in the Lord.

Another example we see quite o$en is when someone starts to talk about their 

ministry, o$en desperate to hang on to a posi�on. Their feeling of self worth, of the 

need to be someone is no longer bound up in the Lord but needs the approval of 

other believers. As servants of the Lord we have no ministry, just a calling, a posi�on 

that the Lord has put us in to fulfil a work that He has for us, and when that �me is 

over, as humble servants we just need to move on. That leFng go is not always easy.

A$er working in a small village in Poland for many years, visi�ng every few months 

and taking endless mee�ngs to plant a church, there came a �me when a fellowship 

suddenly came together. Just as the church grew the Lord spoke to me very clearly 

that it was �me for me to stop visi�ng that place, they needed to grow without me, 

but the Lord was also protec�ng me, making sure that my ministry wasn't about me 

being someone of importance somewhere, rather it was about serving Him in any 

place or work He saw fit for there is no ego in servanthood.

As we seek these things of the world we also fail to see that we are falling into a 

trap. We think we are drawing people in to support our world, what we fail to realise

is that as we trust the world to supply our needs, we become a prisoner to the world 

as it is now our supplier, our provider; for as we trust in the world our trust in the 

Lord is reduced un�l we don't know how to trust Him any more. At that point the 

world has trapped us, we don't realise that we have succumbed to its adver�sing 

and now our dependency is linked with the world for our needs and provisions and 

that means that when the world gets rocked, our world is rocked with it.

As believers we need to take a look at ourselves and who we are trus�ng in for our 

daily provision, whatever that need may be, physical, emo�onal, material. Who do 

we trust in to provide these things? Who do we have faith in to deliver? Do we trust 

in the Lord alone or do we feel the need to sell ourselves before the world? 



When we are looking for income, do we "Seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness" (Ma.hew 6v33), that the Lord may bless us or do we sacrifice these 

things to foreign gods who we believe can provide for our needs. Do we seek the 

Lord as to what He wants us to do trus�ng that if we follow His direc�ons He is able 

to provide or do we tell the Lord the direc�on we are going in and tell him that we'll 

give him a percentage of the profits? Are we doing what we are doing because this is

the direc�on the Lord has led us in or is this just a way of making money? These are 

interes�ng ques�ons to ask as it shows who or what we have put our faith in for our 

daily provision. For if we have learnt to seek the Lord and follow His direc�on we 

learn by experience that He is able to provide food, water, clothing and 

accommoda�on in any wilderness, it is one of the early lessons Jesus taught his 

disciples (Luke 10v4). For if the Lord is our provider no ma.er what happens in this 

world we can remain calm and stable, however if our trust is in the world we will 

have to keep manipula�ng, adver�sing and compromising ourselves to con�nue to 

gain their provision for our future, we sacrifice and see our provision in a foreign 

god.

Let us take a step back for a moment and look again at the founda�ons of walking by

faith at its most basic level, for to walk by faith means we follow the Lord wherever 

He leads us. For Him to do that we first have to learn to listen; in the beginning that 

tends to be seen in the convic�on of sin and the step of faith in turning from sin to 

obedience (Hebrews 6v1). Once we learn to listen to the Holy Spirit as we are 

convicted of sin we also learn to listen and be led in the ways of righteousness (John 

16v8). This is much more than to just stopping sinning; to stop sinning is only a half 

repentance. True repentance is when we stop doing what we should not be doing 

and instead do the things we should be doing, the things the Lord is leading us in. 

Too o$en we will stop doing something only to replace it with something else.

So let us look at a lesson from the Apostle Paul as a guide to who we are serving and 

trus�ng in.

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 

God.

Romans 1v1

Jesus took on the nature of a servant (Philippians 2v6-8) and gave his life in daily 

obedience to the Fathers will. We are told in Philippians 2v5 that this should be our 

aFtude and so when we read the beginning of Romans we see that Paul is following 

the example of Christ and that begins with the servant heart, a willingness to lay our 

lives down in the service of the Lord; not just in our spare �me but all the �me. This 

is shown by Paul's next statement, the "called to be". No�ce it does not say that Paul

chose to be an apostle; it says that he was called to be an apostle. So as a servant of 

the Lord Paul has laid down his life in service and has been called to the work of an 

apostle. So who is he working for? Who is his boss? It's the one he is serving, the 

Lord. If he is serving the Lord, then who is responsible for his food, clothing, 

accommoda�on and income?



Some would say that is the churches responsibility and so Paul would look to the 

church for his provision. The danger here is that fear can creep in when difficult 

issues need to be dealt with; should he compromise (sell himself) to keep the 

churches support?

However, if he sees the Lord as his provider, he can speak boldly, for he knows that 

the Lord is able to provide for his needs from His eternal resource, all Paul needs to 

do is walk in the ways of the Lord and seek first the Kingdom (Ma.hews 6v28-33). 

Now it is easy to look at Paul as someone in ministry and so someone who should be 

trus�ng in the Lord for his provision, but when we take the servant heart aFtude we

see that this applies to all of us. Applying for a job is no longer about looking for the 

best pay or condi�ons, but a seeking a$er the Lord as to the place that he wants us 

to serve and minster in. Our concern should not be on the wages, for our provision is

from the Lord. When a servant went out to work in the field, if the crop was good or 

bad, if his master made a fortune or not, was none of his concern; for the fruits of his

labour belonged to his master who he in turn trusted to provide for his needs. He 

didn't go out with the aFtude that he would give his master the last ten percent of 

his labours a$er making sure he had the cupboards stocked with the fruits of his 

labour; instead all his work belonged to the master. 

It is so easy to build that mound, to make ourselves a.rac�ve to the highest bidder, 

only to find ourselves bound to the ways and provisions of this world. As servants of 

Christ it is not for us to choose our du�es, or even how much we earn; the true 

servant just asks the master what is his bidding. He does not need to li$ himself up 

on a mound to get himself no�ced, for God will li$ up his humble servant in due �me

just as Christ was li$ed up (Philippians 2v9).

When we learn to trust in the Lord for our provision we are no longer at the mercy of

the world, we no longer have to fear losing our income for the Lord is our income. 

We no longer need to worry about our reputa�on before men, for our reputa�on 

before the Lord is all that ma.ers and we do not need to worry about losing our 

ministry, for we minister to the Lord and if we are walking in obedience He will 

supply all our needs (Philippians 4v19).

As a final thought, we also need to be careful as the body of Christ that we do not 

sink into the same trap as the individual and compromise to gain the support of the 

world rather than the support of God. Who is the provider for our churches, our 

ministries, our missions?

I have always been a great believer that if the Lord has called me to do something, 

that He is more than able to supply the provisions needed. Some�mes that has led 

to huge steps of faith, leaving for missions without the means to get back, yet seeing 

God work miracles of provision in remote places, far from my ability to influence 

situa�ons. We need to make sure we are doing the same as the body of Christ. 



If the Lord is calling us as a church or ministry to do something, to build something, 

to start a ministry or mission; should we be li$ing ourselves up, trying to win the 

affec�ons of others to gain their material wealth to fund the Lord's work? Or should 

we be looking to the Lord to provide? Yes the project may be expensive, but if it is 

what the Lord has called us to, He is more than able to supply the need. Like the 

persistent widow we need to make sure that it is the Lord we are pe��oning, not the

world. For as we start to pe��on the world we declare that our God is not big 

enough or wealthy enough to provide for His own ministries and needs the worlds 

support. Over the last ten years the adver�sing, the constant requests for money 

from different ministries has become endless; where is the faith in the Lord's 

provision? It is so easy to look to the ways of this world, to look to Councils, lo.eries,

sponsorships and general collec�on plate bashing to fund the ministries, to join with 

other organisa�ons only to find that we have become dependant on them and so we

compromise to keep them happy.

In Ezekiel 16v27 we see that as Israel sold itself to the na�ons around them, the Lord

reduced their territory. In other words, instead of them being rulers, they became 

ruled over. No longer did they live according to their laws, but instead became 

subject, slaves to the laws of those around them. Sadly we see the same with the 

church today, our authority, our word is no longer respected and other organisa�ons

and groups have taken over our role.

The way to freedom is not found in keeping the world happy, but in keeping the Lord

happy. The Lord wants us to be free, to throw off the slavery to this world and find a 

freedom that is available in Christ alone. Just like the Israelites leaving Egypt it is easy

to look back at what we will lose, but instead we need to look forward to the 

Promised Land that the Lord has set before us if only we are willing to make the 

journey of obedience that comes from faith (Romans 1v5). Let us never forget that 

the Lord is leading us on a journey to freedom and blessing (John 8v34-36).



Le�er 10: A return to the altar

Ezekiel 16v59-63

As we have skimmed through Ezekiel Chapter 16 over the last few weeks we have 

seen the charges the Lord laid against His people and sadly we have seen that the 

same things that Israel did all those years ago, the same heart aFtudes, are seen in 

His people and in the church today. As we look back a few weeks, let us remember 

that in Le.er 4 we looked at the fact that the church has effec�vely been in exile 

from the altar of sacrifice, unable to take communion, the symbol of Christ crucified 

and the new covenant we have received through His blood shed on the cross (1 

Corinthians 11v25). No ma.er what conspiracy theories people may come up with, 

the fact is that the Lord is in command and He has exiled His people just as He did 

with Israel in the Old Testament. Even more important is for us to realise that this 

has never happened worldwide in the history of the church; never before have all 

Gods people been forced away at the same �me. If that has not got our a.en�on 

then it sadly goes to show just how hardened and prideful our hearts have become 

and how focused on the physical rather than the spiritual.

As we have looked through Ezekiel 16 we have seen the charges that the Lord 

brought against His people, their adultery with the world, the false Gods, the raising 

themselves up. The willingness to make great sacrifice to gain the perceived benefits 

of these false Gods, even if it meant the sacrifice of their children; and yet through 

all this, God, as a loving Heavenly Father, was not being cruel. He was trying to get 

His people to acknowledge how far they had gone astray. To actually have some 

shame about the sins they had commi.ed (Ezekiel 16v63) and through that shame to

be humbled and to understand Gods love and mercy towards them. I wonder when 

this is all over, will we have learnt our lesson? Will we acknowledge our sin and 

adultery for what it really is? Or will we s�ll be playing the blame game and focusing 

on the sins of others, blaming the world around us for our exile? Let us just remind 

ourselves again, it is our sin that we are in exile for, not the sins of the world; God 

will judge the world in His own �me (2 Peter 3v8-9). So this week we will again 

ignore the world and start to look at the return journey.

Let us start with one very sobering thought, not everyone returned from exile! As we

look at Ezra Chapter 2 and Nehemiah Chapter 7 one of the revela�ons is that not 

everyone who went into exile returned. Many had made new homes in their foreign 

lands and wanted to con�nue with those lives and businesses, for to be sure, any 

return to the Promised Land would mean sacrificing the gains they had made in the 

world and sadly some had come to enjoy the worldly benefits of exile and so did not 

return. Let us remember millions went into exile, a remnant came back even though 

the invita�on to return was open to all. When our minds are focussed on the things 

and the comforts of this world it is amazing how easily we se.le in with the 

foreigners and their gods around us. We see this in the life of Lot, for when he 

separated from Abraham his eyes got drawn to the easy ways, to the plains, to the 

perceived benefits of good grazing for his flocks and trade with nearby ci�es (Genesis

13v10). He started off pitching his tent near Sodom (Genesis 13v12) and yet despite 



knowing their evil deeds (Genesis 13v13) we find that in no �me at all he was living 

in Sodom (Genesis 19v3-4) and that his daughters had become engaged to these evil 

men (Genesis 19v14). So let us make up our minds to return to the spiritual 

Promised Land that God wants his people to dwell in even if it means living in the 

wilderness as Abraham did for it is in the wilderness that that the Lords provision 

becomes evident.

As we look at the return to the Promised Land and to Jerusalem in par�cular we 

have to remember that the people did not return to a city that was ready for them. 

The city would have been in ruins, houses, businesses burned and the temple and 

city walls destroyed. This was literally a star�ng again, almost a new birth of the 

na�on and yet we see that, when they arrived in Jerusalem, the first thing they did 

was go to the site of the house of the Lord, now in ruins, and there they made their 

freewill offerings towards the rebuilding of Gods house (Ezra 2v68-69). Only then did

they return to their own homes (Ezra 2v70); in other words, the focus of the return 

journey was on the House of the Lord rather than their own homes and their first 

priority was to sacrifice to the Lord, even when their physical homes lay ruined and 

abandoned.

This theme of sacrifice as a priority is again brought into focus in Ezra 3v1-6, we see 

that everyone turned up for the rebuilding of the altar so that sacrifices could once 

again be made in the way that God intended, and following these sacrifices we see a 

people who once more start to obey the various ordinances that God had spoken to 

them about, following the feasts as His word commanded them. This is a people who

have learnt the lessons of Ezekiel 16v63 and who have returned, humbled before 

their God. Let us not forget that a man who has been humbled has had his pride 

removed and has understood his true posi�on before authority, in this case God; no 

longer does he work towards his own plans, but in humility follows the direc�on of 

his master. As the church today, as we look at our exile, have we been humbled? 

Have we recognised the true state we are in? And as we look to the future what are 

our plans?

Romans 12v1 tells us to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.

This is the sacrifice the Lord requires from His people. This is the sign of humility in 

our lives that is true worship of God. Just as the Israelites returned first to the altar 

of sacrifice, so we in turn, in humility, need to walk in the ways of obedience, to live 

the life of Christ crucified (Gala�ans 2v20). A life that is led by walking in obedience, 

sacrificing, crucifying our own desires, walking in obedience to the ways of God, to 

follow in the footsteps of Jesus (Ma.hew 16v24-26). It is amazing how even as we 

read or write these things, the flesh immediately springs up and tries to ra�onalise 

this command, trying to water it down in the good old "Did God really Say" and "You 

won't surely die" (Genesis 3v1&4). PuFng the flesh to death will require a bigger 

sacrifice than we imagine and needs to be a priority if we are going to learn the 

lessons of our exile.

For when it comes to rebuilding the church, the spiritual not the physical, we need to

understand the lessons of Ezra. The altar of sacrifice was built first and then the 



temple was built around it through sacrifice. It was not a quick job and came with a 

lot of opposi�on, notably from those who wanted to worship God, but who were not

part of His people (Ezra 4v1-2). From a logical point of view it would have been a 

much quicker job to join with these outsiders in rebuilding the temple, more people, 

more labour, and more resources. Yet this was a people who mixed the worship of 

God with the ways of the world and if they had been involved it would have meant 

that the very founda�ons of the temple would have stood on worship of foreign 

gods. As we start to rebuild like the people of Israel we need to make sure that we 

are not building with spiritual foreigners, no ma.er how nice their words and 

mo�ves may seem.

We also need to understand that the decision to rebuild in the Lords way caused 

opposi�on to arise from the world around them (Ezra 4v4). If the world didn't get its 

way then it would try to stop the building work going ahead. It would have been so 

easy to compromise so that the job could be completed quicker, yet thankfully the 

people stuck to the ways of God. In the end it took many years to rebuild the temple 

the Lords way, but only rebuilding it the Lords way was it truly the Lords temple. 

When the exile is over, as Gods people, we need to take a fresh look at the direc�on 

in which we have been going in. Are we going in the ways of the Lord or are we going

in the ways of men? Are we building a temple dedicated to the Lord, for His glory? 

Or are we trying to build something that will a.ract men? The true church can never 

be a.rac�ve to the world when the altar of sacrifice is in its correct posi�on and the 

message of Christ crucified is preached. The message of Christ crucified will never be 

a.rac�ve to the world, quite the opposite, it looks like a really stupid una.rac�ve 

way (1 Corinthians 1v18-25). We however need to make sure that we do not water 

down that message in any way and that the living of holy and pleasing lives is seen as

true worship of God (Romans 12v1). If we are willing to stand firm in faith on that 

message then we do not need to worry about church growth for Jesus himself said "I

will build my church" (Ma.hew 16v18). We do not need to invest in adver�sing 

gimmicks, we need only to concern ourselves with learning to serve and obey 

(Ma.hew 28v20). For God is looking for a holy temple, a holy church, that reflects 

his glory and where Christ is at the centre (Ephesians 2v19-22). That holiness will not 

come from what we know, but from how we live and serve. It is the act of faith, of 

believing God and ac�ng on His word even when it goes against the ways of this 

world.

So o$en we look short term, but God, Our Heavenly Father is working to His eternal 

�metable and He has told us what he is working towards. As we look forward to the 

end of our exile is the Holy City the direc�on that we want to head in? 

Revela�on 21v1-4



Le�er 11: Rebuilding the walls Part 1

Nehemiah 1v1-11

Last week we looked at the return of the Israelites from cap�vity and how they 

started at the altar of sacrifice and then around that altar built the temple of God.

It would be nice to think that that was the end of the story and everyone lived 

happily ever a$er in the presence of the Lord, but sadly that is far from the truth; for 

even as the temple was being built, the influence of the world was having an effect 

on those living in Jerusalem. The constant daily contact and friendships with the 

world around them led to a return to the old ways. Instead of being a people 

separate from the world, they had become one with the world again and had started

to inter marry (Ezra 9v1-2). This even affected the leadership of the na�on that in 

turn encouraged those being led to con�nue in the same way. The situa�on had 

become so bad that some of the children did not even speak the Hebrew language 

(Nehemiah 13v24), instead they spoke the languages of the corrupted na�ons that 

surrounded them.

This is a very important picture for us today because it shows the situa�on we as 

individual Chris�ans and even the church as a whole has got itself into as we see 

here a picture of God's people intermingled with the world to the point that their 

children have no idea of God's ways and the way He speaks, instead they just follow 

the ways and the rules of the people around them. If asked they would s�ll think of 

themselves as Israelites and talk of the return from exile, not realising that they had 

fallen into the trap that the world had set for them.

In ancient �mes exile was a lot more than a punishment for a people; exile was used 

as a way of breaking down a na�on's cultural iden�ty so that it would be absorbed 

and become part of the conquering na�on. If the exiled people became part of the 

conquering na�on, that na�on would benefit from their strength in produc�vity but 

also as they became part of the conquering na�on they would finish up figh�ng to 

defend that na�on. We see that exiles o$en started with the conquering na�on 

taking away the leaders of the conquered na�on as we see in 2 Chronicles 36v5-13 

with a couple of kings being removed and taken away and a puppet king put in their 

place, the idea being that they would teach the people to be subject or be removed 

from their place of leadership. At the same �me we see that those sent into exile 

were taught the ways and languages of their new masters with the idea of them 

taking a role in their new na�on and so showing by example the way to live and 

se.le down (Daniel 1v3-5). At the same �me even the remnant in Israel was being 

diluted among foreign na�ons as we see new people being moved in to replace 

those who had gone into exile (2 Kings 17v24).

With the mixing of the na�ons the individual iden�ty soon fades and the 

dis�nc�veness of God's people is lost as it mixes with the ways of the world. Once 

cultural iden�ty, our doctrine of beliefs, has been lost; the ways and methods of the 

world become normal and with intermarriage things become even more complicated



because now any decision that is made affects family. We easily compromise 

because we do not want to cause conflict within the family and so the compromise 

increases and the dis�nc�veness of Gods people fades away to the point that we 

look no different to the world around us. To prevent our dis�nc�veness, our iden�ty 

as Chris�ans, from being invaded and compromised we need to set up a barrier, a 

form of defence to control what comes into our lives and the life of the church; we 

need a wall! Without that wall we are defenceless to the ways of the world and it is 

why Nehemiah saw Jerusalem as being in disgrace without those walls (Nehemiah 

1v3).

Let us first think about what walls do and do not do, for it is very easy as believers, 

when we start to talk about walls, to try and misuse them, to misunderstand their 

purpose.

Walls are a defensive barrier, that might sound obvious, but their purpose is to 

control what goes in and out of the city for the protec�on of the city. They allow 

things to be controlled and checked as they go through the gates and mean that a lot

more people can be defended with fewer defenders. Without a wall an a.acker can 

rush in anywhere (Joshua 6v20). With a wall an a.acker has to focus on a certain 

area and so that area can be defended; this is true in the spiritual world as well as in 

the physical.

Years ago while working in Poland many churches had problems due to teachers 

coming from different countries and teaching false doctrines; this led to many 

churches spliFng and many other problems. The man in charge of the group of 

churches I was working with put a simple solu�on in place, he built a wall! He 

created a list of approved visi�ng speakers and within months the situa�on sorted 

itself out. He had put up a barrier with a simple check point at the gate that stopped 

the enemy, false teaching, geFng into the city, the church.

Another simple example is the way that many are shielding from Coronavirus. Their 

needs are delivered to their door so they have control over what comes into their 

lives. If everyone kept going in and out of the house it would mean constantly trying 

to decontaminate everything, but if there is a controlled gate, a door, then that is 

used to restrict what and who comes in and the only defence effort that needs to be 

put in place is focused around the door area, only what comes in from outside needs

to be checked, everything behind the door is safe and can be trusted.

Spiritually these walls can be seen to be made up of our doctrine, our teaching from 

the word of God, but they are much deeper than that. For it is one thing to know the

rules, but another thing to implement them from the heart; to gain a real heart 

understanding of what can undermine and pollute our lives and the church. The 

problem with rules on their own is that we learn to push and bend them so that we 

don't break the le.er of the law, rather than understanding what is behind the law. 

We see in scripture many �mes that God says to His people that they need to 

understand the difference between the holy and the unholy or common (Levi�cus 

10v10, Levi�cus 11v47, Ezekiel 44v23), this is an important part of our individual 



spiritual growth (Hebrews 5v14) that when taken to heart helps us to become a gate 

keeper for the church, someone who defends others from the enemies ways. No�ce 

that they are to defend, not to a.ack! Too many �mes Chris�ans have tried to use 

walls to a.ack others, walls are never used to a.ack, and they are purely defensive 

to prevent incoming a.acks. Over the years Chris�ans have had a habit of using their

walls, the defences the Lord has given them to prevent His people from becoming 

corrupted, as a weapon of a.ack on those around. Israel was to keep watch over its 

own behaviour; it was not to try and force its ways on those outside the walls. That 

is why we see Nehemiah preven�ng foreigners from trading in the city on the 

Sabbath (Nehemiah 13v19-22) as a protec�on for the Israelites, because if the 

traders came in the Israelites would buy. However we do not read that Nehemiah 

then sent men to guard the gates of the enemy's ci�es to stop them from trading on 

the Sabbath; he was using the gates to defend the city and making sure that anyone 

who wanted to have interac�on inside the city knew the rules they would have to 

follow; what they did outside the city was their own business. As Chris�ans we need 

to be careful that we do not get drawn into judging the world, which is not our job (1

Corinthians 5v12-13). Our job is to clean our own city and put the walls in place.

So where do we start? As Nehemiah found out, building walls was not an easy task 

and it was not a quick job. Everyone had to get involved and most started right 

outside their own home with the walls slowly joining up to form a barrier around the

whole city. For us it needs to be the same so let us start to think about our walls.

When we had the extension put on our house the building inspector turned up a 

number of �mes to check certain key points of the construc�on and the area he 

checked most was the founda�ons of the wall. He came to check the depth they had 

been dug to and the firmness of the soil that was going to be built on and then 

returned again to check the concrete that had been poured and the first couple of 

layers of bricks for if these founda�onal items had been incorrect or sub standard 

everything that was built on top would fail no ma.er how good it looked.

It is why churches o$en fall apart, for the builders have forgo.en to make sure that 

the founda�ons are strongly built and when it comes to the church the founda�on is 

Christ, the rock (Ma.hew 16v18). The next sec�on of brickwork again starts from the

cornerstone, the point that all the brickwork is �ed into and measured from 

(Ephesians 2v20).

For the believer it is not just a belief in Jesus. Historians believe in Jesus but that 

does not make them Chris�ans. It is not just believing the bible is true and that Jesus 

was a good person who did good things. It is not just a set of rules and regula�ons to

be followed because God said so.

True Chris�anity is built on the founda�on of Christ crucified. It is the recogni�on 

that in ourselves we have no redeeming features and are unworthy in every way 

shape and form before God (Romans 3v10, Romans 3v23) and we deserve to be 

punished eternally for our unrighteous rebellion against God Almighty (Romans 



6v23). It is not based on our aFtudes to others; it is our rebellion against the Holy 

and Living God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth (Nehemiah 1v5-7).

It is the recogni�on that in ourselves we have no hope of paying the penalty for our 

sins (Isaiah 64v6) and that our only hope for salva�on lies through the death of Jesus

on the cross (John 14v6) who died for us while we were s�ll sinners (Romans 5v8, 1 

Peter 3v18), it is not something we deserved but is a gi$ from a loving Heavenly 

Father (Romans 6v23, John 3v16). Understanding our sinfulness before God is a 

crucial founda�onal layer of the walls that need to be built, for when we understand 

our sinfulness and depravity before God, then we start to understand the depths of 

His love and mercy towards us.

Repentance is also another great base layer of the Chris�an faith, it invloves the 

turning from sin to follow in the footsteps of Christ. Not to earn our salva�on but in 

thankfulness for the mercy God has shown us through Christ (Romans 12v1-2). 

If we forget these founda�onal items or water them down to keep the world happy 

or improve rela�onships (unions) with other organisa�ons or religions then we are 

weakening our defences and allowing the enemy access to the heart of the city. We 

ignore them at our peril for if we forget, remove or weaken these founda�onal 

items, the walls we build above them will be weak and of poor quality, but if we 

build on Christ and imitate his lifestyle, the walls will be strong and able to endure 

the ba.ering of an enemy. When it comes to rebuilding the walls the task can seem 

huge and when we see the wreckage we can become overwhelmed by the amount 

of rubble (Nehemiah 4v10), the li.le things that need to be sorted. So let us build 

wisely star�ng with the biggest and most important stones and get those firmly in 

place for again the heaviest and biggest stones need to go at the bo.om of the walls 

to provide the greatest strength and stability (1 Corinthians 3v10-15). Once those are

in place we can move forward working our way through the rubble.

As a final thought for the week, let us go back to the subject of intermarriage and 

our rela�onships with the outside world, especially when it comes to close friends 

and family. In the days of Nehemiah they rebuilt the walls and put the gates in place 

and yet no sooner had Nehemiah gone back to his master we read that the enemies 

of Israel had been given rooms in the temple (Nehemiah 13v6-9), the holiest of 

places. Walls are great at keeping things out, but the easiest way past a wall is to get 

yourself invited in through the door. In the world of computers the easiest way to 

hack is not to spend hours trying to crack a code, instead it is far easier to 

impersonate someone who works for the company and ask for the password over 

the phone. Also let us remember that a door is never part open. It is open or it is 

closed. A closed and locked door requires a lot of force to get past. A door open even

the smallest amount requires li.le force as the locks no longer func�on.

Let us be especially careful of compromising the walls and the gospel message to 

keep friends and family happy (Ma.hew 12v48-50), for when we compromise the 

gospel for them we do not bless them, we curse them by giving them a false sense of

security and allowing them to think things are alright between them and God. We 



need to make sure that these founda�on stones are laid correctly and that what we 

allow in corresponds with the true message of the cross.



Le�er 12: Rebuilding the walls Part 2

Last week we started to look at the idea of building walls and their purpose of 

keeping the enemy out of the city, figura�vely our lives and our churches. We saw 

how Jerusalem was seen to be in great trouble and distress (Nehemiah 1v3) because 

these boundaries had been removed and as such their enemies could come in and 

exert influence any �me they wanted with no ability to control their access in any 

way. This week we will con�nue on this theme to try and get a be.er understanding 

of the work that needs to be done.

Nehemiah2v13-17

In the passage above we read that the first thing Nehemiah did on arriving in 

Jerusalem was to go out and inspect the gates and walls. He had been told before he

arrived that the walls had been broken down, but one person's idea of damage is 

very different to another person's view, so Nehemiah went out and did the 

inspec�on himself so that he had a clear idea of what needed to be done, he was not

taking other peoples word about the situa�on.

1 Corinthians 1v18-25

Last week we looked at the need for the founda�ons of the walls to be strong and 

built totally on the message of Christ crucified. Not just the message that Jesus died 

for our sin on the cross, but that in view of God's mercy shown to us at the cross our 

lives should be lived in love and worship towards God, following in the footsteps of 

Jesus (Romans 12v1). This means that there will be loss in this world, a sacrifice of 

self will for the love of God (Luke 9v23-27). A sacrifice that will come about by 

standing on the Word of God without watering it down to suit the ways of the world.

This week we will think a bit more about the prac�cal applica�on of this because far 

to o$en we are trying to build halfway up the wall before we have got this 

founda�on firmly in place; and let us be under no illusion, if we get this founda�on 

wrong the consequences will be eternal, not just to ourselves but to those who 

receive the false message we preach (Gala�ans 1v6-10). In this passage in Gala�ans, 

Paul makes it very clear about the penal�es for straying away from the true gospel 

message so this week we are going to do some "Nehemiah" wall inspec�on and start

to check our founda�ons.

I will start with some examples that I hope will help us to see more clearly how easily

and decep�vely these founda�ons can be undermined, the first of which is an issue 

that is really star�ng to have huge effects around the world, the subject of church 

unity. 

Now at first glance we would all say that church unity is good. Jesus told us clearly to

love and care for each other and we see in the early church examples of the 

churches caring for each other and for other groups of believers (churches), but this 



is o$en when we start to run into trouble; when the "unity" becomes the founda�on

rather than "Christ crucified". When unity becomes the founda�on of the wall it 

means it is the first test that we apply when checking what is coming in through the 

gates. At this point we put ourselves in a dangerous situa�on because unity becomes

more important than Christ crucified. As such our joy at the unity means that we do 

not check the more important message of the gospel with the thoroughness we 

should and so weaken our defences by including rubble in the wall.

We read in Romans 15v5 about a spirit of unity as we follow a$er Christ Jesus. In 

other words the founda�on is the message of Christ crucified, if that test is passed it 

is only then that we move on to unity. So if the message they are preaching alters 

the message of Christ crucified, no ma.er how big or strong, helpful or nice we think

this other group may be, sadly we need to keep the doors closed.

A similar example that I first came across overseas but that is now far more common 

in the UK is the idea of the Charisma�c Catholic and indeed many other Charisma�c 

groups. Here we see churches uni�ng around spiritual gi$s, signs and wonders, while

compromising the basics of the gospel message. We find that in unity, the 

founda�on becomes based on something other than the basis of Christ crucified. If 

we looked at Christ crucified, it would be obvious that our beliefs are very different, 

but in our euphoria we skip this founda�onal check and move much higher up the 

wall, making something else the focal point. At that moment we may not realise it, 

but our founda�on has been removed from "Christ Crucified" and the repentance 

that comes from acknowledgement of our sinfulness to focus on the signs and 

wonders etc. Our gospel has been built on a different founda�on, a different Christ 

and we are warned of the results of this in 1 Corinthians 3v10-15; even more 

seriously by Jesus himself in Ma.hew 7v21-23. When we read in Ma.hew 24v24 we 

see the elect, God's people being deceived by signs and wonders and false Christ's 

and prophets. When we start to base salva�on on spiritual gi$s, they have become 

the false Christ. For we have changed the gospel from one of repentance and 

following a$er Christ through a change of heart and instead have replaced the sign 

of salva�on with someone speaking in tongues or some other spiritual gi$. Sadly, as 

we inspect our walls we may find that our founda�on has been damaged a lot more 

than we first thought and the repair job may be a lot bigger than we at first 

imagined. As the returning exiles found out, removing the rubble was a huge job, as 

big and �ring as building the wall itself (Nehemiah 4v10), but if the job is not 

completed and the site cleared and sorted, the new walls will be built on poor 

founda�ons and with poor quality stone and will collapse at the first a.ack.

Another example of the way the founda�ons of the walls get compromised is 

through the danger of the cult of personality. I find it amazing how many Chris�ans 

will quote a preacher, a book or some podcast or online media, yet when asked what

the Lord is saying directly to them they have no idea. The danger here is that it is 

very easy for the person or organisa�on, including a church, to take over the role of 

Christ and the Holy Spirit in the believer's life. In John 14v6 we read that Jesus 

through his death on the cross made a way for us as individual believers to come to 

the Father. Sadly, if we are not careful, we can replace coming to the father through 



Christ to coming to the Father through our favourite author or preacher. So instead 

of the individual coming to the Father and seeking wisdom and revela�on through 

the Holy Spirit (John 16v12-14, Colossians 1v9) as we see in the daily life of Jesus; 

this in turn means that the message we receive is second hand at best, but also 

makes us dependant on someone or something other than the Lord. When they 

become our founda�on, any movement in their lives has an instant impact on our 

own lives and if they start to dri$ we easily follow as our anchor is not in the Lord 

but in another person or group. Not only that, but in our dependence on the 

organisa�on or person, we easily blind ourselves to any failings in our desire to stay 

aligned with them and so we will allow parts of the wall to be demolished and bad 

teaching allowed to come in so that we can keep what we view as the good bits. In 1 

Corinthians 1v11-13 we see that in the early church this cult of personality easily 

formed, even if Paul, Apollos and Peter did not want it. What we are seeing here is 

believers looking for a route to hearing from God that takes a short cut and avoids 

wai�ng on the Lord as an individual. This was a major downfall of the Israelites in 

Exodus 20v19. here we see how the Israelites wanted Moses to be their 

communica�on between them and God, sadly this meant that the laws that Moses 

gave them became a set of rules from a man rather than revela�on from God 

because the individual rela�onships was degraded. We read how that genera�on fell

away from God, dying in the wilderness through their constant rebellion because 

they knew the laws but didn't know God in the way they should have. It is interes�ng

to note that Joshua who took over from Moses became a leader because while 

everyone else was enquiring through Moses, he remained constantly in the tent of 

mee�ng, enquiring of God for himself (Exodus 33v7-11).

The other sad part of the dangers of personality is that we compromise the walls 

because we like someone, we get on with them and we see them as a good person 

or having a good heart. They have helped us out in the past so we owe a debt of 

gra�tude; maybe they are related or have held a posi�on of importance in our lives. 

At this point we will easily overlook the compromise in the message of Christ 

crucified in preference for what we perceive as the other important a.ributes in 

their lives that affect our interac�on and favouri�sm towards them. At this point we 

have totally undermined the walls and have placed our views and feelings as the 

founda�on of the walls rather than the message of Christ crucified. Without realising

it our walls are built on rubble.

Let us be very clear in our understanding of false prophets and teachers, they will 

not appear as mean and nasty people. We are drawn in by our a.rac�on for them 

and their teaching, as it says in 2 Timothy 4v3-4. It will be the individual believer who

seeks a$er those saying the things they want to hear and doing the things they want 

to do. Sadly this is because it shows that our own lives are not built on the 

founda�on of Christ crucified and this in itself may come as the biggest shock yet. 

For in our building of the walls we have looked at others as the source of false 

teaching, yet we do not like to consider ourselves as having gone astray; our pride 

will not allow it. Is the gospel we preach in words and deeds about Christ crucified 

and the Lordship of Christ in our lives, or do we preach the modern message of Jesus

dying on the cross for me so that when we accept him he will be our servant for the 



rest of our days? Is the core of our Chris�an life the gospel message of an obedience 

that comes through repentance in thankfulness for the salva�on we have received 

through Christ or have we lost our focus and dri$ed off to argue and discuss other 

ma.ers (2 Timothy 2v23, Titus 3v9), not realising how far we have been blown off 

course.

At this point, our puFng up of the walls and restric�ng the access of those who are 

not seen to be part of us can be seen as unloving and cruel. However, we need to 

remember that these walls, if received with the right aFtude of heart, can be a real 

blessing to those who are going astray. Two boats on the ocean may seem to be only

metres apart and not moving, and indeed their distance from each other may never 

change. However, it is only when they dri$ together past an Island that is fixed that 

they understand the distance they have travelled. In the same way the walls can help

to bring people's focus back on to the true gospel message. Being forced to spend a 

night outside the walls (Nehemiah 13v19-22, 1 Corinthians 5v9-11) may be just what 

is needed to help those going astray to realise they have become foreigners to God's 

people. For real love includes discipline, not as a way of geFng revenge, but as an 

act of love to guide the lost back onto the right path. The book of 1 Corinthians 

probably contains the recommenda�on for some of the most harsh treatment of one

believer to another in the whole of the New Testament (1 Corinthians 5v1-5), so 

harsh that Paul himself found it hard to write at a personal level (2 Corinthians 7v8), 

but that harsh discipline, the wall that was put up not only caused those in the 

church to re evaluate their lives (2 Corinthians 7v9-12) but it also led to repentance 

from the one who had been leading them astray (2 Corinthians 2v5-7). What at first 

looks to be harsh was actually saving souls and leading the church back to the life of 

Christ crucified.

Walls based on Christ crucified not only protect us from the influence of false 

prophets and preachers and even ourselves, but they also protect us in our 

rela�onships with other worldly organisa�ons. For without constantly checking the 

founda�on of the rela�onship we can easily become what the Bible calls unequally 

yoked (2 Corinthians 6v14-18). Usually when this passage is quoted it is used in the 

context of marriage and wisely so, for again when looking at marriage, if the 

husband and wife have different founda�ons and goals they will not be able to walk 

together. For when two animals were yoked together it enabled the farmer to 

plough or pull larger loads using two animals going in the same direc�on. However, if

those animals went their own way, one pulling against the other, the weaker one 

would be drawn a$er the stronger, but the stronger would s�ll find itself slowed 

down by the resistance of the other animal, they would be walking a path of conflict 

and compromise. The farmer would have been be.er off just using one animal than 

spending all day trying to control two opposing animals (Deuteronomy 22v10). For 

the church and us as believers we need to be careful in becoming unequally yoked 

with the world and this is easily done when we forget the founda�on of Christ 

crucified.

As a simple example of how easy it is to get trapped in this area, as a young church 

we used to rent a room at our local university. Like so many things the room rental 



came with a list of terms and condi�ons and it would have been quite easy to quickly

race through them with no real thought to what they said. However, as we read 

through we found a sec�on that related to not being able to refuse entry to any 

mee�ng based on someone's race, gender, sexuality, marital status etc. Now Jesus 

makes no dis�nc�ons in this area when calling people to come to him. He died for 

the unrighteous and as a church we are to share the gospel with all mankind, 

however before signing the rental agreement we needed to check if this had any 

restric�ons on what we would be allowed to preach. For Jesus calls sinners to be 

saved, but that salva�on means turning from our old ways to follow in the footsteps 

of Jesus and that means that things that may be acceptable in the world and even 

encouraged must be opposed in the church. Thankfully we could preach what we 

wanted, but it was easy to see how we could have so easily have had our walls 

compromised by entering into an agreement that unequally yoked us and pulled us 

in a direc�on that was not of God.

Many �mes Chris�ans and churches fall into the trap of becoming yoked with 

unbelievers linking up with organisa�ons that we see as sharing our goals so let's 

look at a simple but common example of how this starts to go astray.

Let's think of a situa�on where someone wants to reach out to the poor in their 

area, a good and worthy cause that we would view as Biblical. Our first step needs to

be to seek the Lord on this, for our mo�ves can easily be based on emo�on or 

personal experience, when our mo�ves need to be based on the gospel. Let us 

remember the harsh reality that a man who starves to death knowing Christ is be.er

off than the man who lives longer with a full stomach but never knows Christ as his 

Lord and Saviour. So when we set out we need to know very clearly from the Lord 

what the goal of the work is, for it is very easy to see the physical feeding as being of 

most importance. At this point the walls are easily breached because as we start to 

feed the poor, we find more poor who need feeding. Suddenly we can't cope with 

the demand and before we know it we start to look to other groups, companies, 

organisa�ons that can help us in our goal that is no longer based on Christ crucified 

but is based on providing provision. As we partner with these other organisa�ons we

become linked (yoked) with them and become associated with their goals and ideals 

that will very o$en be in conflict with the message of Christ crucified. Before we 

know it we start to allow unbelievers into the ministry and so we are now preaching 

a mixed message of our beliefs and lifestyles alongside our yoke workers and their 

lifestyles and beliefs. We may end up physically feeding more people, while totally 

compromising the gospel message. Even worse we need to understand that when 

we partner with these groups, when they go astray, we will be linked with them and 

so the name of Jesus is degraded. We need to be very careful how we link up not 

only with companies or other chari�es, but also with causes and poli�cal 

organisa�ons for when we yoke ourselves with them we may find that there is a lot 

more to the partnership than we first thought. There is a saying "Never look a gi$ 

horse in the mouth", in other words if someone is giving you something for free just 

take it without any ques�ons. We need to be praying, especially about the "free 

gi$s". The Israelites in Joshua 9 finished up being deceived by the Gibeonites. They 

said all the right things and displayed all the right mo�ves (Joshua 9v9-11) and we 



see that the Israelites let their guard down. They looked at the physical evidence, 

they read the contract and assumed they understood the treaty, but they never 

sought the Lord (Joshua 9v14). Over a million Israelites, priests, leaders, heads of 

families, all unequally yoked because they didn't seek the Lord. A simple example of 

how easy it is to invade a people when the walls are not in place.

Let us take this �me to seek the Lord, to do an examina�on of the walls and see for 

ourselves the state we are in. If we will allow the Lord to guide us we may be in for 

some serious shocks, but if we are willing to clear out the rubble and build the walls 

once again on the correct founda�ons, we have an opportunity to become a dis�nct 

and separate people that are a true light in the darkness and who truly li$ up the 

name of Jesus in both word and deed.



Le�er 13: Rebuilding the walls Part 3

Exodus 13v1-16

This week we will con�nue look at some of the issues around rebuilding of the 

spiritual walls of our lives and in turn the church, but before we look at some of the 

problems that can arise, we need to take a close look at ourselves as although 

problems always arise when walls are built up, some of these problems can be 

averted by us having the right heart aFtude. Sadly walls have been built in many 

churches and many Chris�an's lives have missed the founda�on of Christ crucified 

altogether and instead of bringing blessing, have brought division and opposi�on. So 

once again, we need to keep a careful eye on our founda�ons.

In the passage above we need to remember that Israel at this point is coming out of 

the world and moving towards the Promised Land, a land that they have not earned 

in any way shape or form, but one that the Lord God Almighty was taking them to so 

that they would be a holy na�on under God; a living example to the na�ons around 

of the way that they should live before God. In this passage there are a couple of 

verses to highlight in Exodus 13v8-9. These verses highlight to us an important 

principle we need to have in place for any spiritual walls that we are going to build, 

the mo�va�on behind building them.

Far too o$en believers have built walls that on paper may seem good, but the 

mo�va�on behind them is all wrong. If we are not careful we can become a kind of 

"Holy Club", becoming those who see themselves as spiritually superior to those 

around them and ac�ng like a kind of spiritual police force who impose the law on 

those around them to make sure everyone obeys the rules because we like 

everything to look neat and �dy. At this point we have failed to stand on the 

founda�on of "Christ Crucified" because, instead of walking in humility, we are 

walking in pride and superiority. Jesus when dealing with sinners, never approved of 

their sin, his message was always a message of repentance to turn from their sin 

(Ma.hew 4v17, John 8v11), but that message came from a heart of love, rather than

a spirit of condemna�on and it is this heart aFtude we see highlighted in Exodus 

13v8, "I do this because of what the Lord did for me." The mo�va�on behind 

building the walls must come out of reverence for God rather than an a.empt to 

make ourselves look special before men, but also as is shown in Exodus 13v9, these 

walls are a sign and a reminder to keep the word of the Lord on our lips, that as 

Jesus pointed out is the overflow of our hearts (Ma.hew 12v34). So in all our 

building we need to keep in mind that we are only sinners saved by grace as the 

great apostle Paul pointed out in 1 Corinthians 15v9-10. As such, our purpose in 

building the walls is to bring glory to God alone, not to ourselves or to the church. 

God glorifies those who humble themselves before Him, not those who glorify 

themselves before the world. As the church in Ephesus found out, it is possible to 

have everything legalis�cally correct, yet have lost the founda�on of repentance that

comes through a loving rela�onship with God (Revela�on 2v1-7); doing the right 

thing, from the wrong heart. We need to be especially careful in this area when we 



have been saved for a long �me; it is very easy for the momentum of what we know 

to take over from our daily rela�onship with the Lord and as we grow in knowledge 

of the Word of God we need to be careful that our intellectual knowledge does not 

become a pride that deceives us into thinking that we are more than we really are; 

we need to keep a sober judgement about ourselves (Romans 12v3). The same 

applies when we are part of Chris�an families that have a long spiritual heritage, 

especially in ministry. It is so easy at this point to see ourselves as something special, 

raising ourselves up and forcing the rules on others from a posi�on of superiority; 

Romans 3v23 needs to be a constant reminder to us that all have sinned, all have 

rebelled and we have nothing to boast about (Romans 3v27). Let us remember the 

walls are about our lives and are to be built as we are led of the Lord to bring glory 

and honour to Him and the Name of Jesus; not built as we see fit and for our own 

purposes. Everything that God asks His people to build is always according to the 

pa.ern and the ways of heaven (Exodus 25v9 & 40, Acts 7v44), not the pa.ern and 

the ways of men and this world (Romans 12v2). We need to keep a constant eye on 

our mo�ves for we build as servants of the Lord, as the Lord has called us to be, not 

as we choose to be (Romans 1v1) and our pursuit of holiness is not to show off to the

world, but is in view of Gods mercy (Romans 12v1) and His calling on our lives (1 

Peter 1v15-16). 

These aFtudes become especially important when we start to face opposi�on from 

the world and even other believers as without the correct heart founda�on and 

mo�va�on, our response is no longer from the heart of Christ, but from the heart of 

man. We see in the life of Jesus that when he deals with us he understands the 

ba.les and struggles we are going through because he has been there (Hebrews 

4v15). We need to be careful as we build, for o$en opposi�on will come from those 

who will feel convicted or rejected because of their exclusion due to the walls. As we

deal with this type of situa�on we, even more than Christ, should understand and 

sympathise as we have all sinned and fallen short. However, that does not mean we 

compromise the walls or reduce their height. This aFtude is something that we need

to persevere in, o$en over very long periods of �me. How o$en have we seen 

children, and sadly adults too, get their way because they kept puFng pressure on 

the walls un�l those inside grew �red of defending and surrendered? Again, at �mes 

like this, we need to make sure we understand whose walls we are defending and 

why. We are to defend the walls that the Lord has called us to build because that is 

the calling of the Lord; we do not need to jus�fy ourselves before man, for it is the 

Lord Himself who jus�fies us, He is our Lord and Master. This is especially important 

when the pressure comes from family or close friends for those are the ones we are 

most likely to compromise for.

O$en, as in Nehemiah 4v17-18, we also need to recognise that the enemy will strike 

as soon as we start to build the wall; he does not wait for it to be finished. As such 

we need to be fully armed and alert at all �mes, even as we build (Ephesians 6v10-

18), making sure that we are strong in the Lord. This is not about us arming ourselves

with the Lords armour; rather it is about making sure we are in the centre of His will 

so that He is surrounding us with His protec�on, for as always, our strength is in the 

Lord alone.



We need to remember that very important fact as building and defending the walls 

can be a very lonely task. We may be working hard on a sec�on as the Lord has led, 

but at �mes we can feel like we are distant from any other worker and alone when 

a.ack comes. There are �mes when a.acks come that we need to be able to put out

the trumpet call to others (Nehemiah 4v19-20), not to help defend us, but to help us 

defend the wall. It is so easy when the a.ack comes to take it personally rather than 

understanding the a.ack is against the walls; as we understand this, it helps us in 

our prayer life as we start to see the purposes of our prayer and move from it being 

self seeking to Kingdom defending. This can happen very easily as we watch the 

walls. For we need to understand that for a watchman on a wall, the night �me is the

most difficult �me to maintain a state of alertness. Watch keeping can be very 

lonely, and it is a loneliness that is compounded by being surrounded by the 

darkness. At �mes like that it can be very easy to become insular and see ourselves 

as being alone in our work, not realising that the Lord has put others in place, and 

we cannot see them due to the distance and the darkness around us.

One last thought about being a watchman, as someone who spent two years watch 

keeping on a ship. The golden rule was never sit down; keep walking, keep moving, 

especially in the darkest hours when it is so easy to fall asleep. It is the same in our 

spiritual life, it is so easy to sit down and take a break, only to find that before we 

know it we have fallen asleep and the enemy has entered the city. For me, as a ships 

watch keeper, there were always jobs to be done and endless checks to be made.

Similar in those dark hours when we feel alone, it is so easy to stop looking outwards

and start looking at our own needs and wants and once again, before we know it, 

the enemy has struck. For us as believers, as we build the walls and keep watch over 

them we also need to constantly be checking and working away as the Lord leads, 

building and defending to the glory of God and remembering clearly what we are 

doing and why.

Proverbs 6v9-11



Le�er 14: Living within the walls

Nehemiah 6v15-16

When Nehemiah made his ini�al survey of the city walls (Nehemiah 2v17-18) the 

task to rebuild must have seemed huge. The destruc�on, the rubble that lay in the 

way, the ruined materials and the need to build new gates would in themselves all 

seem massive tasks at any �me, but add to this that the people were few in number 

and had families to support and at the same �me needed to build and stand watch 

while enemies looked on; the job could be seen as almost impossible, a job that 

would take years to complete; yet fi$y two days later the walls had been finished 

and their enemies instantly lost their self confidence.

These two verses are important verses for us to keep in mind as over the last few 

weeks we have looked at ourselves and the church with sober judgement (Romans 

12v3); the task that needs to be undertaken can seem impossible and our li.le bit of 

building may look as if it will hardly make an impact; yet we see that with the Lords 

help and strength, in under two months, the city walls had been rebuilt and the 

same is true of our spiritual walls today. It is at �mes like this that we need to 

understand that star�ng a work that seems impossible is what real faith is all about, 

undertaking a job that in our own strength seems impossible, yet trus�ng that the 

Lord will lead, guide and fulfil His plans for us (Philippians 4v13); for our God is a God

of the impossible.

This week we will start by looking at the builders themselves to see what we can 

learn and the first lesson is the walls were rebuilt by a whole variety of people, from 

the small to the great. Priests and rulers, cra$smen and traders all worked alongside 

each other with the goal of comple�ng the task in hand. One thing we no�ce though 

is that the men led the work, we read in Nehemiah 3v12 that the daughters of 

Shallum helped in the work, and I am sure other women helped elsewhere, but what

is important to understand here is that the men led their families by example. This is 

an important spiritual principle for any leader and highlights the difference between 

management and leadership. A manager tells people what to do, a leader shows 

people by example, by going first. This was the way Jesus taught his disciples and we 

see the same principle when Paul writes to Timothy to tell him what to look for in 

leaders for the church (1 Timothy 3v1-10). He was to look for those who led their 

families by example as this is the real fruit of the spirit that the Lord wants to see in 

all our lives (Gala�ans 5v22-24). This means that the men of the church need to step 

up to the job and get to work and lead by example. In this day and age I hear 

complaints about churches puFng women in posi�ons of leadership in conflict with 

the guidance of Paul as we saw earlier in 1 Timothy 3v1-10. However, the real issue 

is not "Why are the women leading?" The real issue is "Why are men not leading?" 

Why are the so called "Men of God" not willing to take their place of leadership? It is 

easy to complain about things while siFng and watching, the Kingdom of God is not 

a spectator sport, it is an ac�ve living walk with God, a calling on our servant hearts 



(Romans 1v1) and one in which the men of God need to stand up and lead the way, 

not in talk but in ac�on.

These same issues occurred during the rebuilding of the walls. Some men saw 

themselves as being above doing manual work (Nehemiah 3v5), and even worse, 

some of these men, instead of helping the situa�on, actually made the work harder 

for those doing the rebuilding, puFng an extra burden on the workers (Nehemiah 

5v6-8) to the extent that they even finished up making slaves out of the workers; 

wan�ng the protec�on of the wall, while to their shame, exploi�ng the workers 

building them. For them, business, making money and building their own li.le 

kingdom was far more important to them than the work being done, exactly the 

opposite to the ways of God (Ma.hew 6v33). As the walls are rebuilt, men of God 

need to be willing to stand up and lead by example, individually knowing what the 

Lord has called them to and not wai�ng for others to go first. This hypocrisy has to 

stop if the Kingdom of God is going to move forward; everyone star�ng with the 

leaders and family heads needs to show by example the seriousness of the work at 

hand, but also the need for each one of us to live within the walls and the 

restric�ons those walls may bring. It is so easy to want to see everything done in the 

right way, providing it does not impact our own lives. As we see in Nehemiah, once 

the walls had been built, a call was put out for people to leave their homes and move

in behind the walls (Nehemiah 11v1-36). For the church to move forward, for the 

walls to be defended, needs a lot more than just the pastors and elders to live within

the walls. It needs the whole church to take up its posi�on of being a holy na�on 

before God (1 Peter 2v9-12), for revival has always come from a founda�on of prayer

and repentance that leads to holiness; not a holiness that leads to a separa�on from 

the world, but a holiness that stands out in the world and shows love to the world 

around while being able to return to the safety of the walls that surround and 

protect the temple and the altar of sacrifice.

Ten weeks ago we looked at the idea of the church being in exile and how exile was a

period that God used to bring the Israelites to an understanding of just how far they 

had fallen. The promises God made to the Israelites in exile is as true today as it was 

in the days of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 29v10-14). They would endure exile, but through 

that exile they would come to know the blessings of God when they once again 

sought Him with all their heart. As churches in the UK and indeed all over the world, 

we will have had over one hundred days of exile. Over one hundred days to think 

and ponder on the things of God. Over one hundred days to have sought Him and 

asked Him what needs to change in our lives and in the life of the church. In many 

ways we have been given a huge task, removing rubble and rebuilding on the 

message of Christ crucified. The difficult ques�on we need to ask is; Have we been 

changed in the last one hundred days? Are we looking forward to a new start or are 

we just anxious to get back to the way things used to be, to go back to the comfort 

of the old rou�ne?

Nehemiah 9v1-38 is the confession of the Israelites of their sin, their constant 

walking away from the ways of the Lord and the understanding that the Lord in His 

discipline has been just and merciful towards them. It is as if at this point they have 



understood the ways of God and regained a holy fear of the Lord. Nehemiah 10v28-

39 is their response, their repentance. Not a set of words, but a set of ac�ons to be 

undertaken to ensure that Gods laws would be fulfilled within the walls and that the 

verses we started with in Nehemiah 6v15-16 would con�nue to be fulfilled in their 

lives and the genera�ons to come bringing glory to God; it looks like everything is 

going to finish with a glorious happy ending, if only that was true.

A$er some �me Nehemiah had to return to Babylon for a short period and in that 

short period we find that foreigners once again had been given rooms in the temple 

(Nehemiah 13v6-9) and that people had once again let business take over from the 

things of God (Nehemiah 13v15-22) and finally the people quickly intermarried with 

the na�ons around them crea�ng a na�on that no longer knew it's own language 

(Nehemiah 13v23-31). It was a pa.ern that con�nued for the years to come and that

Jesus saw when he entered the temple and found that it had become a marketplace 

(Mark 11v15-17); yet let us remember that the Israelites thought everything was 

alright. Even more alarming is that the spiritual leaders, the Pharisees and 

Sadducees, were the ones that opposed the ways of Jesus more than anyone else 

and led the call for him to be crucified (Luke 22v1-6 & 23v1-2).

Let that last thought sink in for a moment. Those who regarded themselves as the 

spiritual elite, the guardians of the laws of God, led the call for the rejec�on, removal

and crucifixion of Christ, the Son of God, rejec�ng his teaching and his ways, and 

even accusing him of being of the Devil (Ma.hew 12v22-32). Meanwhile, those who 

recognised themselves as sinners found salva�on through Christ then and to this 

day, as they humbled themselves and repented of their sinful ways.

The Bible warns us that in the end �mes there will be a great falling away (Ma.hew 

24v10), it is so easy to think of that falling away as meaning that churches will be 

empty, however Jesus is not talking about falling away from church, He is talking 

about falling away from faith in Him. Faith in walking in His footsteps, faith in walking

in the ways of Christ crucified; falling away from the message of Christ crucified is 

easily done while s�ll a.ending a church. He reinforces this message in Ma.hew 

11v6 a$er the death of John the Bap�st, warning those around that following the 

path of Christ crucified is difficult in this world and will face opposi�on and 

persecu�on even unto death. As we have seen before in Ma.hew 7v15-23, we are 

warned that if we stray from the true message of Christ crucified that brings about 

the true fruit of the spirit (Gala�ans 5v22-25), we may be ac�ve in our church, yet be

far away from the Lord himself. 

For us, as individuals, are we willing to work hard to build on the foundation of Christ

crucified or do we want to find teachers who will tell us what our itching ears want to 

hear (2 Timothy 4v3-4)? For you can be sure that in the end times, those false 

prophets will not be preaching to empty churches, it is why Timothy was to stay calm 

and continue to preach the true message of Christ crucified (2 Timothy 4v2). False 

prophets have always given the people what they want to hear while God Almighty 

gives us the truth in Christ. These are all things that we need to spend these last days 

of exile thinking and praying about so that once again we are clear on the direction in 

which the Lord wants us to go.



So as we come out of our exile, rather than having our heads held high, let us walk in

true humility and repentance and obedience before our God (Micah 6v8), that we 

may bring glory to the name of Jesus for all He has done for us through the cross.

1 Peter 1v13-16


